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RESECTION OF THE ANKLE-JOINT. 
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GENTLEMEN,— We now come to thut important class of cases 
wherein disease is restricted to the ankle-joint or its immediate 


:—Com- 


The plan I have found answer best is the ing :- -~ 


mence the incisien about two imches above and 


more painful, 
Tt was deemed advisa 


in this 
and I accordingly perf: the operation on Feb. 17 
in for the next three or four days, caused 


before 
not walk at 


whilst for the last months she could not put her foot to the 


When admitted, the joint was much swollen; there were 
three openings in front of the internal malleolus, which com- 
municated with the joint. On October 5th I excised the ankle- 

She did not suffer much afterwards, 


4 
eut down upon the external malleolus, ing your knife : 
dlase to the edge of the bone, betib behind and below the pro- ! 
cease ; tendons, and divide the external 
lateral ligamenta of the joint. Having done this, with the ; 
bone nippers cut through the fibula, about an inch above the a 
malleolus; remove this piece of bone, dividing the inferior f 
tibio-fibalar ligament, and then turn the leg and foot on the 
outside. Now carefully dissect the —e the ww 
internal malleolus. Carry your knife close round the of 
other, forcibly turn ‘oot downwards, ‘ 
which the lower end of the tibia. is dislocsted and 
through the wound. This done, remove the diseased end of 
the tibia with the common amputating saw, and afterwards, 
neighbourhood, the rest of the foot being healthy. Assuming | articulating process of the astragalus, between that 
that other remedies have failed, I propose to-day to consider the tendo-Achillis, remove the former by cutting f 
should be selected j of this forwards. 
aque jenn description. | fully on the inner side and front of the ankle, 
I find, upon looking through the publications for the last ten outside open, that there bea free exit for discharg 
or twelve years, that, exclusive of those upon whom I have an, alle 
myself, with the exception of one in which the late | and the operation is completed. 
Statham excised astragal in which You observe that the only parts cut through 
the external and internal lateral ligaments, and 
Wakley suocessfully removed the astragalus and os calcis, and Neither the extensor nor flexor tendons, the an 4 
one in which Mr. Teale also successfully excised the astragalus, posterior tibial arteries, are injured ; tly you have , 
os calcis, and cuboid bone; and setting aside those in which | not to tie any vessels. The patient should be placed in beds 
amputation of the leg was performed,—that in this large and with the leg lying on its outer side; and you should be 
important class of cases the otherwise sound and useful foot | that there are openings in the splint-pad and oil-silk 
‘ : : : to the wound, otherwise the pressure of 
has been sacrificed, and the patients submitted to either Syme's | SPonding 
or Pirogoff’s operation, or a modification of either one or the give rise to severe constitutional disturbance 
Case 1.—Resection of ankle-joint ; cure.—J. H—, 
In a previous Lecture, I described to you the steps of these of Sen 
two operations, and, whilst admitting the great superiority of Chasing evens Sloupltsl, ander my eve, with of the 
these methods over the old and now almost exploded amputa- | , nije joint. He had been in a delicate state of health for some 
tion of the leg, I st the same time expressed my opinion that time, and about three years before his admission a boy threw a 
stone, striking him on the left instep, from which period the 
joint became affected. On admission, the part presented a 
that it is in comparatively but few cases they are really neces- 
sitated—for instance, those in which there is so an amount | Bm were te It would admit of little, if any flexion, 
of disease or mischief present as to preclude all hope of pre- | the child being quite unable to bring his heel to the ground. 
serving ® good and useful foot. The operation 1 I would | There were two fistulous openings anteriorly to the external 
advise you to select, in the cases under consideration, is that of | matieclus, which a probe could suai be punted take 7 
Resection or Excision of the Ankle-joint. the joint. Suorlly after bie be was ettecked with 
This operation was first performed by - seathddn, tues Citak he soon recovered; the joint, however, — 
m cnieg that, with the exception of those | sive matte ble to excise the ankle-joint q 
done myself, there is not a single instance upon 
excision of the ankle-joint has been performed in a 
7 y eeitary exception | principally by inflammation of the absorbents of the leg 
Case of the ankle joint, and so useful member thigh. ‘The inflammation, however, completely in 
needlessly snerificed, is an anomaly which I con the course of a week. From this time he continued te improve q 
understand. We have seen that, in Syme's opel until he left the hospital in the following May, eared. 
I saw this boy about two years ago; he had become tall and 
stout, and he told me he could walk, ran, and jump without 
Operations, inf ee ee any inconvenience. He wore a thick sole to his boot, and i 
thas doe there was scarcely any perceptible limp in his walk. 
tion four times—three times ence Cast 2,—Ezcision of the ankle-joint ; death in six or seven 
the patient dying, some six months after the operation, from | months.—M. A. G——, admitted under my care into Charing- q 
lung disease, the result of a dissipated life. In no instance has | cross Hospital in Sept., 1857. About four years previously a , 
there been sloughing; there need not be a single tendon or rwelling, not preceded nor accompanied by pair, commence’ 
in front of the ankle-joint. A wound soon appeared be- 
= oes shortening; the foot is preserved, and, | hind the external malleolus, which remained open and dis- : 
as you will see by the cases I here relate, the patients are able charging for about a month, when it healed, and she felt nothing § 
to walk and run about with scarcely more of it for about eighteen months, when the joint again 
You must bear in mind, however, that success of the ope- became swollen and very painfal; but she continued to walk ‘ 
ration depends u leaving the anterior and posterior tibial | about until fourt init 
arteries intact. these te these will net be toms became _so 
sufficient blood sw 
the wound; aloushin will ensue, your operation fail. | ground. 
Your object also should be, to presueve as intact as 
possible, and on 20 account to open into the sheaths of the 
tendons. 
external mallevlus, and carry it across the instep to about two | done. She became impatient, and left the hospital without 
| inches above and behind the internal malleolus. Take care consent before the pant had healed, and I subsequently learned 
that this incision merely divides the skin, and does not pene- | that she died of lung disease some six or seven months after ' 
es eee Reflect the flap so made, and next | the operation. ‘ 
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Cast 3.—Zeacision of the ankle-joint.—W. R—, 
twenty-five, admitted under my care into Charing-cross Hos- 
ital on August 27th, 1857, with disease of the ankle-joint. 
en three years old he slipped off the pavement, and sprained 
his ankle, which became much swollen and very painful. 
Matter formed, which was let out with tem relief; but 
he shortly became worse, and was taken to the late Sir Astley 
Cooper, who advised bmputation of the limb; but his friends 
objected, and Sir Astley ordered him a wooden leg, to wear 
from the knee. This he did for six months, but without benefit. 
Having friends in Killarney he was sent there for change of 
air, and was attended by a medical man, who, he says, “* worked 
wonders” with him. His treatment was peculiar. He ordered 
off the wooden leg, and then desired him to put his foot to the 
ground, and walk in the meadows barefooted every morning, 
whilst the dew was on the ground. At night he gave him oil 
to be rubbed into the ankle before the fire. At the end of six 
months he had improved so much, that he could waik without 
the assistance of a stick. The joint continued to get 
every year, but remained stiff. In June, 1855, he came under my 
care with an ulcer on the side of the ankle. This healed in a fort- 
night, but the stiffne:s remained. He was now persuaded to 
himself under the care of a quack, who pronounced the 
ankle to be out of joint. After cling it well for three weeks 
with neat’s-foot oil, he (according to the patient’s statement) 
“snapped the bone into its place;” after which he lost the 
stiffness, and could walk ‘‘as well as he could wish.” Eight 
months after this he slipped again, and again consulted the 
quack, who, he rs hi ** put the bone in a second time.” Again, 
a third time, he fell, and a third time he consulted his friend, 
who this time failed to accomplish his object, in consequence, 
as he said, of the ‘‘ nerve resisting him so much.” The ankle 
now to swell and inflame; matter formed, and he con- 
sulted Mr. Tucker, who kindly sent him to me. I need scarcely 
tell you that when { attended him for the ulcer, there was no 
mn present. ‘* The snapping and putting in the bone” 
was, doubtless, the disruption of adhesions, and, in all proba- 
bility, caused the aggravation of mischief necessitating the 
operation. 

At his admission his ankle was much swollen, inflamed, and 
very painful; there was an open wound over the external mal- 
jeolus, comuranicating with diseased bone, and discharging 
offensive matter. Soon after, the immer side became swollen 
and intensely painful. An incision was made to relieve the 
tension, and afforded much ease. He, however, gradually be- 
came worse; his health began to give way, and, therefore, on 

10th, I excised the joint. tibia, fibula, and astra- 

were all found diseased. He went on very well. He 
experienced some little drawback from a small spicula of bone 
coming away, but he left the hospital cured. 

This t is copied from a model of his foot, taken by 
Mr. Arnold, the a few days since. 


This patient, who is an exceedingly ingenious fellow, has in- 
ited ich appears to answer admirably. In the 
description which he has sent to me, he says, ‘‘ Finding the 
ive me any spring, I began to consider what 

itute for the cork, so as to give me greater facility 

in walking. ‘The resalt of my meditations was, a steel spiral 


being cut away. Then I have the cork sole down to the toes 
(n). On the top of the spiral spring is a circular piece of thick 
I derive great 


leather (c); t from the invention.” 


He also wears the usual side irons for weak ankles. I met 


him the other day ing down Hampstead Hill, and he cer- 
tainly showed no signs of having undergone 80 serious an ope- 
ration. 


Case 4.—Ezcision of the joint and removal of a con- 
siderable portion of the os calcis, for disease.—J. T——, aged 
six years, residing at Hounslow, was sent to Charing-cross 
Hospital, under my care, in September, 1855, by my friend 
Mr. Chapman, having for the previous four or five months 
suffered pain in the left ankle. On the 26th of August he 

from the top of a wall five feet high, and so hurt the 

joint that he had to be carried into the house. Considerable 
swelling and suppuration ensued, and, when admitted, he was 
very ill, weak, and feverish, his countenance being anxious and 
indicative of great suffering. There was an unhealthy-looking 
wound in front of the internal malleolus, discharging a large 
uantity of offensive matter, and a probe readily ———— 
the joint, which was found extensively diseased. is friends 
having consented, I excised the joint on the 9th of October, in 
the manner I have described to you; but after removing the 
r portion of the ast us, which was carious, I found 
the dissase extended through and beneath this bone, involving 
the os calcis to a considerable extent. The convex tibial ar- 
ticular surface, and the whole of the body of the astragalus 


behind the interosseous calcaneo-astragaloid 1 t, were 
removed, as well as the remains of the apd 


gouged out before the disease could be got rid of; so that li 
more than the shell of i i 


also shows how extremely valuacle is conservative sargery—in 
young le, at all events. The amount of disease and the 
state of the os calcis almost made me doubt the result; but yet 
we find the child going through the cure with scarcely any 


Mr. Arnold kindly took a cast of the boy’s foot before he left 
the hospital, and you will see by the woodcut, drawn from 
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| | disturbance, his general health and appetite having been uni- 
formly good, and his progress satisfactory. 

} March 10th, 1859.-—He is now cured. He can ea 
:. = bis foot and walk without pain. The wound is entirely h 
wn a This case shows in a very marked manner the value of the 
NY! | ae operation. Had Pirogoff’s method been employed, it would 
¥ ae inevitably have failed, from the condition of the os calcis, It 
#§ : = and becoming sound, and a perfect cure taking place in five 
months from the time of operation. 

{ 
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ON BARRACKS AND MILITARY 


to ope- 
, provided the disease appears confined to the ankle-joint. 


BARRACKS AND MILITARY HOSPITALS IN 
HOT CLIMATES. 
By GAVIN MILROY, MD., F.R.C.P. 
(Continued from vol. i. 1859, p. 531.) 


Ly my last paper, I spoke of the ventilation of barrack-rooms, 
their usual defects, and the constructive arrangements that are 
necessary for securing—at all times, during the night as well 
as the day, and in all weathers and seasons—a constant re- 
newal of the contained air, so that cool, fresh air may be con- 
tinuously streaming in, to replace the heated, vitiated air, 


air into a room and letting it out; nor does it ever answer 
well to have the two sets of near to each other, or on 
the same level. A variety of i 


is most 


to tas lowes -war a couple of hours 
men have turned into their hammocks—and the same holds 


HOSPITALS IN HOT CLIMATES. 


= 


ho remained in dwellings ; 
est Indies I know that it has been reared by 
w fever occurring on 


i 


be then sweet, we need have no fears about it during 
day; but not vice versed, be it remembered. 


of this evil close to or within human dwellings are only second 
in point of virulence to those of over-crowding and insufficient 


as wi ily is 
will putrescent miasms as cer- 
affections. 


The state of the 
at the stations on 
the water, was, at the time of my visit, al! 
ing. It would be difficult to e rate 
at Ki 


ivies iv all the barracks in Jamaica, except 
sea shore, where the closets pr ject 
most dis- 


So is the privy nuisance at Up-Park Camp—a remark - 
for the troops, as it is found to be by ! 
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that cast, that, notwithstanding the extent of disease, the | recovery from disease. The greater restlessness of patients 
limb is by no means unsightly. 5 : generally at night, and the frequency with which the attacks { 
With these cases before you, I feel quite justified in advising | of fever and cholera occur between midnight and early ing, i 
you are, [hare not ashadow of doubt, das in great measure tothe 
rate common most important i 
be guided by the extent of implication of the soft parts. day without shelter by the roadside where they were strick 
recovered mu 
and in the 
many, with 
NOTES merchant WAL the patients are laid wa the 
on under a simple awning, with no other treatmeut than cold 
of recovery are often quite 
ther bed beim 
pliances of hospital attendance. 
Sale 
ity now i 
the Wen indian out 
— is mainly owing to the want of large, airy space for 
| Res They should be much more disperse than 
are, and especially upon the upper The 
sure way of fiuding out the goodness, or other- 
ventilating arrangements of a chamber—whether 
im a barrack or a ship-of-war—is to ascertain its condition at 
or t, and after it has been ~ a few hours. If its atmo- 
which should be as continuously streaming out. This object I 
o y frequent cause of atmo- 
ean be rightly effected only by keeping the simple principle | 1,20) valbation barracks in hot climates—viz., that arising 
steadily im view, that the atmospheric currents in an occupied | from foul latrines and offensive drains. The mischievous effects i 
cist the er the alr bo | 
ings for admitting the air should be at i 
ventilation. As the effluvia from the skin and lungs of human 
its venti beings, when detained and concentrated in a confined «pace, 
the ceiling. A room with people in it ia, as regards i ~ | are apt to generate and infallibly to ravate and spread 
lation, very much like a lighted lantern, which of course must typhus fever and hospital gang 
have air-apertures at the top and bottom, for the entrance and case at the present moment in : 
escape of the air, to keep up a clear and uniform combustion. | pitals im the north of Italy), so 
The same openings will not serve the double purpose of letti tainly engender typhoid and dy: 
i ietetic, necessary to give 
fll elect to au maligaancy of and 
contrivances have been proposed to get over this difficulty, with | also true that the presence of suchlike, or even more occult, 
the view generally of drawing the supply of fresh air from a | causes may be equally necessary for the development of the : 
height above the ground, and introducing it into the chamber | specially pestilential distempers of Asiatic cholera, yellow 
by the ceiling; while the vitiated air is made to escape by the | fever, and the pla; But whe of any experience will deny 
ceiling also, but through separate openings, or is drawn out by an 
suction ae Sam the floor. Bat none of these | atmospheric coutamination, the morbific results would be com- j 
contrivances have in effecting the great desideratum— | paratively but little disastrous? Local evils, if they are not 
constant freshness and purity of the atmosphere in the chamber; | the cause, are assuredly the occavion of most of the mischief. : 
and the plan is quite unsuitable for the common natural venti- 
lation of rooms, whether for the healthy or the sick. sickness amongst our troops everywhere, and especially ia 
In the case of underground rooms, and of cabins on the | climates! 7 
whole or in part, by a descending current, and where there 
be only one ing alike for the entrance and the escape /&§ 
af thoais, it's well to divide the opening by their abominable 
so as to make two parallel flues or channels; for with a little d Spanish Town. _ 
management—such as by suspending a lamp just within the | Repeated complaints had long been addressed by the parochial ; 
tha authorities and by private persons to the military authoritics 
an upward current—pure fresh air mam Sate, SE SeD, on the subject, but without avail. One of principal 
and the het tmgnse aie ail. pam ap Save in Tews, the cunt of tp 
this plan to answer remarkably in improving the ventila- | was purposely avoided from the Bale paljation of the atmo. _ 
tien, lensing the Dest here of the barrack privies. Equally was the state of 
in men-of-war steamers in hot ‘ things on the west aide of the Kingston barracks in the middle 
ing from the upper down to the lower decks, are very far the walls sending forth its foul effluvia all round, there are two if 
answering their purpose, as every one knows who has been at or three huge vaulted cesspits immediately under the surface 
sea; and more especially at the very time of all others when | on the outside of the building, and which, it is believed, con- 
ventilation ME needed—namely, at night, when the pas- | tain the accumulated excretions of hundreds of men for a great 
many years-—no one can say for how long, The closet for the 
use of the officers was kept telerably sweet by the waste water 
being carried it tod Sashing into the enor- 
oa “room even WithouL tne c ce | mous covered receptacle outside the walls. y should not 
some similar arrangement have been used for the comfort and 
general sickness, and at the frequency and fatality of outbreaks | health of the men ? 
of epidemic disease, more particularly in hot climates, in both { 
of the public services, 
This is a point to which I am most anxious to draw the 
attention of medical men, on therapeutic as well as on preven- nO avi elr Villas in the RelgnooUric ~that, 1 
tive or hygienic grounds, because, as it seems to me, its impor- opinion, it must have had no inconsiderable share in producing 
cance iv far from being’ generliy reongaised in. practice I the amount of which weed often, forme: 
allude te the special imperative necessity of a pure atmo- | seasons, to prevail amongst ey ae erent | 
sphere duri.g sleep, alike for the maintenance of health or for | for the cleaving of the — station during } 
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Laxcet,) 
the prevalence of the aiiale in the island. The effluvia 
from the three necessaries in the rear of the barracks, and be- 
tween them and the hospital, were at all times most offensive, 
In the evenings, the land breeze brought the tainted atmo- 
here right upon the barrack rooms, and the stench was then 
dhagarting I was often quite nauseated at a considerable dis- 
ce, and obliged to turn away when the wind blew from 

them was intolerable. 

Altogether, “nothing could be worse than the construction 
and state of these places: their only ventilation was by a small 
shaft carried up from the dun ‘pit through the roof. They are 
thus no better than half-shut es over huge pits of ordure, 
the fluid soaked fate the pound, and the solid 
matter went on accumulatin; for one, two, or more years ac- 
cording to circumstances, to be then emptied out, 
aud transferred into a hole in the ground not far off, it was 
generally suspected. 

It is obvious that no mere tem: expedient could mate- 
rially correct such an evil, or even much diminish the nuisance, 
Cart-loads of lime and bushels of chloride of lime would not do. 
woe the cholera was in the camp, incessant applications were 

pot the medical officers for supplies of these substances, to 
possible the extreme offensiveness of the cece Rory and 
hem oa quantities were used, but only with very 
It may be noted, in passing, that the privies | for pe heer are 
in front, or on the other side, of the men’s barracks, which 
are thus exposed to pollution in both directions, The urinous 
«xhalations from the ground (no proper urinaries being provided 
for the men, and the privies being so revolting as to be shunned 
except on absolute necessity) were another source of atmospheric 
lution, often very perceptible in the immediate neighbour- 
a ood of the barrack buildings at Up-Park camp. 

Bad as the privies in the Jamaica barracks are, they are not 
worse than in most military stations elsewhere. In one 
and one too of no little moment, they are decidedly better ; 
they are for the most at some distance from the barracks 
themselves. The mi vous effects of putrescent effluvia in 
inducing or pudlagedag' to attacks of disease are, be it ever re- 
membered, In pro to their confinement or non-disper- 
sion. It is when foul privies or drains are close to or within an 
inhabited building, and so placed that their undiluted emana- 
tions find their way directly into it,—more especially, too, at 
night, when doors and windows are shut, and the inmates are 
then for several hours continuously e to their influence, 
—that the most al instances of fecal poisoning are met 
with, As to the risk which nightmen and persons engaged in 
like occupations, carried on more or less in the open air, it is 
as nothing compared with the risk of sleeping in a chamber 
that is liable to be polluted with even doses of the same 
sort of effluvia. The frequent exemption (if such be the case) 
of these men from epidemic sickness affords no contradiction 

whatever to sanitary teaching in ct of this point. 

Out of the many instances that might be quoted of the per- 
nicious effects of badly constructed and badly kept barrack 
privies and drains—and probably, if the details were made 
known, but few exceptions could be made anywhere—in aggra- 
vating, "if not in producing, malignant fevers, the history of the 

very fatal yellow fever epidemic at Bermuda in 1853—when a 

fourth of the garrison was swept away in less than two months 
—may be mentioned. The evidence of the medical and other 
officers, before the commission that was appointed by the Colo- 
nial Office to inquire into the circumstances connected with that 
terrible disaster, is decisive upon this head. It is really too 
bad that men should be e to such systematic poisoning. 

Again, in the recent fatal sickness from the same fever in 
the barracks at Trinidad, the very same thing has been declared 
to be the case. Dr. Macdonnell, the principal medical officer 
on the Barbadoes station, has spoken out strongly and empha- 
tically on the subject, and his observations have fortunately 
heen repeated before the House of Commons, and have attracted 
the attention of the War Minister. 

The truth is that not one or two only, > nl barrack, 


cantonment, and military h _ in est India 
Islands, requires to be sabepenmmandhe examined 
and overhauled, below as we sarees ground, and for some 


extent all round the beildings; and this inspection, to be 
«Tectual, should be made from island to island by the same 
officer or officers, that they may be able to compare and con- 

trast the condition and requirements of the whole. What I saw 
in Jamaica in 1851 satisfied me on this point; and what has 
sinee occurred there, and in our other colonies, has but A genes 
fresh force to the statements and views expressed in 
Report, and to the aa: I then made, 


NOTES OF A 
CASE OF INTESTINAL OBSTRUCTION. 


By MONTAGUE J. STURGES, M.D. Epix., 
A.K.C., &. 


THERE are many reasons why medical men in general 
practice are unable to record with minute accuracy the details 
of interesting cases as they come before them; and thus much 
that is valuable and instructive teaches its lesson to the cb~- 
server alone, instead of being made permanently and widely 
useful. The following case possesses so much interest, that I 
am indaced to request its publication, although my notes are 
very imperfect, not having been taken de die in diem. 
Harriet M——, aged sixty-five, is in humble circumstances, 
a native of Berks, but for nearly all her life an inhabitant of 
London. She is a tall, emaciated woman, of bilious tempera- 
ment ; has had tolerable health, with the exception of having 
suffered for the last ten yeare from spasmodic asthma. There 
is no history of any inflammatory affection of the bowels. She 
was in her usual health up to the 9th of May, having eaten a 
good dinner, and had free relief of her bowels on the sth, On 
the former day, however, she began to suffer from what she 
deemed a bilious attack, which came on suddenly. She felt 
pain in her bowels of a colicky character, not confined to any 
particular locality ; vomiting set in, and there was no action of 
the bowels. This state of continuing, with vation 
of all her symptoms, I saw on the 12th, | her 
flushed, with a bounding pulse of 100; complaining of a great 
deal of abdominal pain, without an tenderness on pressure > 
incessantly vomiting, having rej nearly all — for 
three days; the bowels remaining constipated. The vomited 
matter was dark and grumous, and taken by my patient for 
bile. The liver was enlarged, reaching into the right lumbar 
region. There was no hernia, Urine bigh-coloured, but passed 
freely throughout the attack. I ordered her to take imme- 
diately seven grains of compound extract of colocynth, and 
three grains of chloride of mercury, in two pills, with an effer- 
vescing mixture containing five minims of hydrocyanic acid 
(P. L.) in each dose, every four Warm fomentations 
were applied to the abdomen. 

May 13th.—There had been no sickness for upwards of an 
hour after taking — but no evacuation followed ; the 
vomiting continued, and the pain had not abated. I therefore 
ordered an enema of turpentine, 
added the one-eighth of a grain of acetate of morphia to each 

14th.—No improvement. pain was more parti- 
cularly referred to the situation of the ileo-cwcal valve, where 
some tenderness and swelling existed. The injection had re- 
turned unchanged ; very little was kept on the stomach; flatu- 
lence rather troublesome. A pill was prescribed, consisting of 
chloride of mercury, three grains; croton oil, two drops; ex- 
tract of colocynth, sufficient quantity. The efiervesciag me- 
Alicine to be continued, and ice taken freely. The pill remained 
down, but, producing no was 
thrown up the rectum in the evening, without any result. 
Debility increasing, but pain less. 

quantities ; it was therefore evident that further attempts at 
purgation would be useless, and probably injurious ; so 7 ted 
were abandoned, and the medicine in, adding fifteen 
of opium were ordered to be taken at bedtime, and an injection 
of beef-tes and wine was administered. 

16th and 17th.—Fecal vomiting continues, The ice, effer- 
vescing medicine, beef-tea, and opiate persevered in. 

18th. —No change. 

19th: — Was reported to have passed a small motion, which I 
did not see; but the vomiting although it recurred 
with less frequency. I= pre increased to the 
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al 
j passed two copious liquid evacuations, with immediate relief 
4 to all her symptoms. It is unnecessary to follow her daily 
' condition further, as from this date she steadily improved, two 
: or three motions occurring every day. As, however, they were 
; : offensive and contained much scybalous matter, I gave her a 
 F small dose of castor oil, with a beneficial effect. 
4 Remarks.—In diagnosing the locality of the obstruction, I 
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RUPTURE OF THE HEART.—SUPPRESSION OF URINE. 


[Ocrozer 1, 1859. 


think we may fairly infer that it existed in the small intestines ; 
for, as Dr. Brinton has recently pointed out, and as was well 
seen in this case, the intensity of the pain and its general diffu- 
sion over the abdon the early onset of vomiting, appearin, 
at the very beginning of the attack, and soon becoming fiweal 
in its character, combined with the absence of very distressing 
flatulence and tympanites, all combine to carry us to this con- 
clusion. The situation of a slight swelling in the right iliac 
region rendered it v t the mischief existed at or 
near the ileo-cxcal valve. With regard to the nature of the 
obstruction, I think the suddenness of the attack, and in some 
measure the manner of its termination, make it likely to have 
been intussusception. I am to be unable to speak posi- 
tively, because the first evacuation was thrown away before 
I could observe it, but I suspect that the intussuscepted por- 


Sidney-square, 1859. 


ON A CASE OF 
RUPTURE OF THE RIGHT AURICLE OF THE 
HEART. 
By J. N. CREGEEN, Eso., M.R.C.S. Eng., &c. 


Tue following case occurred in my practice a short time 
since :— 

On the evening of April 7th, I was hastily summoned to 
visit a man a very short distance from my residence, who was 
said to be ina fit, I immediately obeyed, and on my arrival 
found him lying stretched upon the floor, apparently dead. 
He was pulseless and insensible, and on placing my ear over the 
region of the heart, I faintly, but distinctly, heard it beat two 
or three times, when it entirely ceased. As the cause of death 
to my mind was not sufficiently evident, I refused to grant a 
certificate, whereupon the friends desired that a post-mortem 
examination should be made. 

The man, it would appear, met with an accident some two 
or three months previous by the falling of a heavy piece of iron 
vpon his head, which incapacitated him from following his 
avocation ae a sail-maker for some days, and I was informed by 
the friends that he suffered more or less from the date of the 
injury to his death with headache, and occasionally very slight 
aberration of intellect; and as he was in Government service, it 
was principally on account of that accident that the friends 
desired the post-mortem examination, as, in ease of death re- 
sulting from the effects of that injury, the widow would be en- 

friend, 

Assis y my fri Mr. Cope, a surgeon residing in this 
town, I made the t-mortem examination. The body was 

thy-looking man, apparently about thirty- 

eight years of There were no marks of violence ; the fea- 
tures were placid and pale, bnt the region of the chest was 
quite livid, while the other parts of the body were of a natural 
The scalp was first examined, but we could not discover 

the cicatrix of any old wound. We then proceeded to take off 
the calvaria, which was exceedingly thick, and-examine for 
old fracture; not that we expected to find any, but only to 
satisfy the friends, who positively stated his skull was fractured 
when he received the blow on the head. The membranes of 
the brain were all healthy, except at the summit, where they 
were adherent to the surface of the brain to the extent of about 
one inch and a half in diameter. The longitudinal sinus and 
Meningeal arteries were quite empty. ‘The brain itself was 
healthy, and on slicing it away was found quite exsanguineous. 
The ventricles were carefully examined separately, but nothing 
morbid could be discovered; and we could not detect anything 
in the head to account for death, even as a remote cause. We 
then proceeded to examine the chest, and on opening it our 
attention was first attracted to an enormously distended 
pericardium, into which we made an incision, and a very large 
quantity of blood into the cavity of the chest in a semi- 
coagulated condition. The heart, with its opened peri ium, 
was then very carefully detached, and minutely examined. It 
‘was of ordinary size, flattened from before to behind, Its 
‘weight was not ascertained. The right auricle was first exa- 
mined, and on carefully passing the little finger along the 
ascending cava a rent was discovered on the anterior aspect, 


situated between the entrance of the inferior vena cava and 
the right auriculo-ventricular opening, about six lines in length, 
and partly filled with a plug of fibrin, The walls of the 
right auricle were, if anything, a little thinner than natural ; 
but the remainder of the heart was ly healthy and 
of usual thickness, There was no dilatation of its walls, neither 
was there any fatty degeneration, nor any aneurism commini- 
omnes tre e bag of the pericardium. The valves were all 
healthy. The several cavities were empty, with the exception 
of the left ventricle, which contained a small quantity of coagn- 
lated blood. The lungs were next examined: right was 
adherent by old adhesions to the pleura, which could with 
difficulty be separated. The lung tissue on both sides was 
perfectly healthy. The abdomen was not examined, as the 
cause of death was sufficiently evident in the chest. 

Remarks.—These rapidly fatal affections of the heart are, 
fortunately, very rare; but when they do occur, we generally 
find the rupture to be attributable either to fatty degeneration 
or dilatation of its walls, neither of which could have been a 
cause in this case. Am the natural causes of roptured 
heart (although exceedingly rare), violent mental emotion is 
the chief, but which could not possibly have been present in 
the subject of this case, as he was sitting perfectly tranquil and 
quiet in his easy chair at the time of his death ; and it was only 
a few minutes before that he told his wife he was then in a 
better state of health than he had been for some years past ; 
and nothing occurred during the day or evening to give rise to 
any ae emotion. In November, 1843, a somewhat similar 
case was reported by Dr. Stroud to the Royal Medical and 
Chirargical Society, and mentioned in Professor Taylor’s 
work on ‘‘ Medical Jurisprudence,” which occurred im a young 
man aged twenty-nine, but which differs in this from 
the present, that it did not prove so rapidly fatal, as he lived 
about ten hours after his first seizure; while in this case, which 
occurred in my practice, the patient only survived about ei 
minutes after he was seized. In the case of Dr. Stroud, also, 
there did not appear to be any morbid condition of the heart. 
The chief points of interest in this case, therefore, are the ab- 
sence of anything which could give rise to the rupture, and the 
very rapidly fatal results. 

Broomfield House, Deptford, Sept. 1859, 


REPORT OF A 
CASE OF TOTAL SUPPRESSION OF URINE. 
By J. B. JEAFFRESON, Eso., M.B.C.S., &c., Sirhowy. 


I was called up about twelve p.m, on the 29th of March, 
1859, to an Irishwoman in labour. When I saw her, she was 
in a state of syncope, and had been so for some time. She was 
about thirty-eight years of age, of a sallow complexion, and the 
mother of five children, all her former labours having been re- 
markably easy. She was now in the eighth mouth of preg- 
nancy, and had told her friends that ‘‘she had not felt life in 
the child for the last fortnight.” In the afternoon, she was 
reported to have had considerable flooding, though there were 
no signs of it about her when I saw her. She had felt un- 
well for some weeks previously, but there was nothing to 
account for the labour being premature. She continued fainting 
for some time, but after about twenty minutes consciousness 
returned, and labour-pains came on very rapidly. On examina- 
tion, I found the os uteri dilated to about the size of a halfpenny, 
and very yielding, the head presenting, and the membranes 
entire. After a short time, 1 raptured the membranes, and 
almost immediately a still-born child (between the seventh and 
eighth month) was expelled, and directly afterwards the 
placenta, membranes, and some dark clots of blood came away. 
The placenta was small, and very much congested. The uterus 
contracted firmly, and though at first she seemed inclined to 
faint, in a short period I left her very comfortable. 

March 30th.—The husband came down about six A.M. to say 
that she was suffering great pain in the abdomen, so I sent her 
a draught containing one drachm each of landanum and ether: 
to take half at once, and the other half in about an hour if 
necessary. When I saw her in the middle of the day, she 
seemed pretty comfortable, but complained of a good deal of 
pain in the abdomen. 88, small; skin cool ; 


4 
| 
| intestine must have : away, and passed per | 
anum. The general lesson taught us by such a case as I have 
recorded is the old one, **‘ nil Teipaendeen,” a motto partiou- 
larly applicable to this class of affections. 
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f , owing to the prejudices of the Irish, no exa- 
Remarks.—The most remarkable features of the above case 


ya ye the length of time which the patient survived, with 
pain and almost entire loss of sleep at last began 


seriously on her strength; death seemed to be looming 
at no great distance. Although amputation had been most 


NEURALGIA IN THE LEG. 
By E. M. C. HOOKER, Esq., M.R.C.S,, Hadlow. 
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RADICAL CURE OF HERNIA. 
SYMPTOMS OCCURRING SIMULATING PRRITONITIS. 
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scissors instead of a knife in the pro- 
beutaneous dissection, and the intervention of a 
of india-rubber beneath the wooden disc. 
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CAN THE GARDEN SLUG LIVE IN THE 
HUMAN STOMACH? 


By DAVID DICKMAN, Esq., M_R.C.S, 


two inches long, and all alive. 
On the morning of the when I first saw vomiting 
= i trod owed, eh i 
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certo noscendi nisi et 
De Sed. et Caus, Mord, Proemiam. 


ST. GEORGE'S HOSPITAL. 


pregnancy, but which did not prevent a good recovery, although 
there was some difficulty experienced in arresting troublesome 
hemorrhage, a peculiarity which was present also in the second 
case. In all, the sac was opened. 
For the notes of these cases we are indebted to Mr. George 
F. Cooper, surgical registrar to the hospital. 
Casz 1.—A. T—— was admitted, under Mr. Prescott 
wary, for femoral 


The sae was opened, i 
uckle of gut, which was much congested, and a small 

of omentum, which was removed ; the stricture was very 

and tight. Directly after the operation, the bowels acted 


ee ey” She was given twenty minims of of opi 
an. —She won a little ai this morning. The tender- 
ness of the abdomen was rather less, though still severe. There 


rient powder was given every night. After the first dose 
"Dieting the sho bed tate tho 
e summer gone frequen l 
By JOHN REDFERN DAVIES, Ese, M.R.C.S, Enc., snd eaten freely oft proce, specially of lettuces, 
was fond. a me family 
SURGEON 70 THE BIRMINGHAM WORKHOUSE INFIRMARY. child 
ful nature arising during the process of cure, may be worthy wg ae their new habitation to their usual dimensions. 
of record amongst the numerous other facts that are being aves of onl 
elicited in the present day respecting the radical care of | 11° oat on her plate, and eat the vegetables only. 
hernia :— The three slugs that came up first were not 
s. H—., seventeen, had been the aioe of a direct | at my request, the five others have been alive, and 
I fit to et them "They ate 
cess of the ou interesting 
circular piece ten is that she wan born without the hand.” Daring 
| oy seg eat avourably, the wires being wi wn on pregnancy mother was frightened by a poreupi an 
day, the parts then looking well, and all bat united by ond sven char 
the first intention. mained on her mind that something would not be right with 
the child’s hand. 
Porchester-place, Oxford-square, Sept. 1859. 
Minor 
| the menstrual discharge appeared for the first time, and 6 aye 
copiously. the timo all the symptoms rapiiy 
and by morning everything unpleasant had i save that 
| the wound now gaped, and there was a little suppuration Baw an 
from it. dissectionum 
A similar train of symptoms, but much less in degree, agai Pa 
appeared pon the second flow, which ocourred in 
it two weeks after the first. The radical cure of the hernia 
was, however, in nowise affected, and is as perfect as could be —CSCis 
‘wished. , -¢ | STRANGULATED FEMORAL AND. UMBILICAL HERNIA IN 
| I would remark that the use of scissors instead of the knife 
the dimestion of the porta, WOMEN-——THE LAST ASSOCIATED WITH PREGNANCY ; 
3 effecting it much more rapidly and evenly. HERNIOTOMY SUCCESSFUL IN TWO OUT Of FOUR CASES. 
; Birmingham, September, 1859. - (Under the care of Mr, Tarum and Mr. P. Hewert.) 
Tne first three of the following cases were such as are usually 
met with in women; that is to say, the protruding portion of 
bowel consisted of a small knuckle, which had passed through 
the femoral ring, A fatal result ensued in the first and third: 
ee in the former, from the hamorrhage poured out by a branch of 
Saran Aww C——, aged twelve years, had, for the last | was present even before an operation was performed. The 
two months, complained of feeling sick at times, particularly | fourth case was one of umbilical rupture, accompanied by : 
after meals. On the 5th of August last, she vomited up a , 
large garden slug, which was alive and very active. On the 
6th, she brought up two, both alive; and on the night of the 
7th she was seized with violent vomiting and relaxation of the 
herma. She had had a hernia in the lief} side for the last six { 
‘opiate bor ers, which relieved her in every way till the after- | months, but it could be always easily reduced. She never 
noon of the 9th, when she felt something crawling up her | wore a truss. Four days ago, she found she could not return 
vomiting to expel what tat upper part er throat, On admission, she was in a state of great collapse, 
and she frequently introduced her fingers to seize what che constant stercoraceous vomiting, and acute tenderness over the 
felt, but did not succeed. i i Ng heh when all | abdomen and hernial tumour. An operation was immedi 
this suffering was beginning to subside, at which time the zz 
sensation was felt lower—about half way between the mouth piece 
and the stomach. As expulsion by vouiti seemed een. deep 
i occured to me that ammonia and camphor might deatro 
the creature, and that the digestive powers of Presa | 
would do the rest when the animal was dead. The dose was 
repeated every four hours for two days, and afterwards three 
times a day for two days more, with entire success, An ape- | was tym 337" was 
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and jerking. The wound looked healthy, 
She was given calomel and opium 


—Was delirious this morning; her was 120, and 
very weak; tongue dry; and she was in a very low state. 
There was more tenderness over the abdomen. e edges of 
the wound were of a dark colour. The calomel and opium 
were repeated every three hours, and she was also given 
brandy and port wine; but towards evening she sank. 

The autopsy showed the following :—The peritoneal cavity 
contained much blood, reaching as high as the small omentum, 
and coating the various viscera; but the largest quantity was 
in the pelvis, The gut and omentum that been strangu- 
lated were lying at a distance from the femoral ring, five feet 
from the ileo-cecal valve, and were evidently recovering them- 
selyes. No vessel could be found wounded, except a very 
small one which was given off from a branch of the epigastric 
artery. 


2.—A. aged fifty-two, was admitted, on July 
10th, under Mr. Prescott Hewett’s care, for strangulated 
femoral hernia, She had had a hernia on the left side for the 
last ten years, for which she had always worn a truss. When 
it came down she could never return it herself, always requiring 
the aid of a medical man; and this reduction gave her much 
pain. Five years ago she was ia Guy’s Hospital for symptoms 
of strangulation, but the gut was then returned by means of a 
hot bath and taxis. It had not been down since last November 
until three hours ago, and directly afterwards sickness came 
on. Hot baths and taxis were tried, but in vain; so, five hours 
after the strangulation took place, an operation was performed. 
The sac was opened, and found to contain nothing but a small 
knuckle of intestine, not much congested. irectly the 
stricture was divided, which was the inner portion of Pou- 
part’s eee, and the gut returned, a jet of blood took 
place, which was of such a size that it came evidently from 
some considerable vessel. Mr. Hewett managed to ligature 
one end of the artery by simply drawing down the sac of the 
hernia, by which means it was exposed; but the other end he 
could not hold of at all until he had cut through and everted 
Gimbernat’s ligament, and then just beneath this he saw the 

woman did very well, and on August 17th, thirty-eight 
days after the operation, she left the hospital. . 


Case 3,—E. Y—., fifty-one, was admitted on August 
17th, under the care of Mr. Tatum, for severe constipation and 
stercoraceous vomiting, she having suffered from the former for 
the last six days, and from the latter for about twenty-four 
hours. Until the day of her admission she had applied to no one; 
but, on that day, she called in a medical man, who gave her an 
enema, but the whole of it was directly returned. She stated 
she had had a hernia for four or five years past, but had never 
worn a truss. On admission, besides the constipation and 
vomiting, she was in a state of great collapse, had some tender- 
ness over her abdomen, and complained of a tender swelling in 
the right groin, which was examined, and declared to be an 
inflamed on Nothing could be felt below this; but, on ac- 
count of the extreme urgency of the symptoms, an operation 
was proposed. She was then quite cold; her pulse could 
searcely be felt; in fact, she was moribund. Beneath the in- 
flamed gland, a small aqueous cyst was found, and still deeper, 
a small strangulated piece of intestine. The sac was opened 
and found to contain about half an ounce of milky fluid; a 
knuckle of intestine of the size of a filbert, not very dark in 
colour, and which became «ven lighter before returned; and a 
small piece of omentum, which was adherent to the sac, and 
was accordingly left there. The woman did not rally at all, 
and in about half an hour she died. An autopsy showed some 
peritonitis. There was also a band of lymph encircling three 
parts of the gut, which was recovering itself, showing the 
original stricture. 


Case 4.—H. M——, aged thirty-nine, was admitted on July 
30th, under Mr. Prescott Hewett, for strangulated umbilical 
hernia. ‘ihe patient stated that, seven or eight years ago, 
whilst pulling a box from beneath a bed, she ruptured herself 
in the umbilical region, since which time she had always worn 
a ban to a the hernia, but it never returned into the 
cavity of the abdomen. It never gave her any inconvenience 
till a month ago, when she felt some pain in the tumour, and 
since then it had gradually increased in size; it had also been 
Setting painful and harder to the touch. On admission, she 
said that she was four months advanced in pregnancy; she 
had had 


had never affected the herniain any way. The bowels had 
not acted for five days, and since then she been frequently 
sick. An operation was performed immediately. On dividing 
the stricture, which consisted of a large piece of omentum en- 
circling a small knuckle of the transverse colon, a vessel of the 
size of a crow-quill was cut across. The divided ends were so 
situated that there was some considerable difficulty in securing 
them; for one was attached to the omentum, whilst the other 
was lying on the surface of the gut, thereby rendering it very 
difficult to take up the latter without injuring the bowel. A 


little sloughing of the integuments followed the operation, and 
slight peritonitis; but she soon recovered from , and on 
August 30th left the hospital. 


GUY’S HOSPITAL. 
LEUCOCYTHAMIA SPLENICA, 
(Under the care of Dr. W1LKs.) 

To the student who has to make himself familiar with the 
different varieties of disease, it is important sometimes to be- 
enabled te examine a typical case, especially when it may 
happen to be one of the rarer forms. This opportunity is at 
the present time afforded by a young man twenty years of age 
(but who has the appearance of a lad of fifteen), in Guy’s 
Hospital, who was admitted on the 15th of July, and who is 
labouring under the disease described by Dr. Hughes Bennett, 
of Edinburgh, as Leucocythemia, which is characterized by an 
excess of white corpuscles in the blood, supposed to depend 
upon disease of the spleen. In this patient, who is from New- 
ham, in Sussex, there is considerable e t of the spleen 
(which is quite prominent), associated with an excess of white 
corpuscles in the blood and a normal quantity of the red. No 
other diseased condition of body hy a observed, although 
at the present time he has a cough, resulting from a recent 
cold. kon e, but is now taking six- 
grain doses of quinine every four hours, with the application 
of the compound iodine ointmeat to the left side over the 
enlarged spleen. This affection has the name of splenica affixed 
to it to distinguish it from the Anemia lymphatica, a disease _ 
which was illustrated in our “‘ Mirror” of the 27th August, 
and in which, as we had occasion to mention, there is no excess 
of white corpuscles. The expression ‘‘leucocythemia lympha- 
tica,” therefore, is contradictory in itself, and must yi to. 
the one adopted by Dr. Wilks, which we have already brought. 
before the notice of our rs, 


CARCINOMATOUS GROWTH OVER THE FRONT PART OF 
THE CRANIUM; SUCCESSFUL REMOVAL. 
(Under the care of Mr. Bryant.) 


At first sight, the series of i rominences over the 
front se of the head of the patient who was the subject of 
the following case might have been taken for a number of 
sebaceous tumours of the scalp on the eve of suppurating. Very 
shortly after operative proceedings were commenced, their true 
nature was discovered to be carcinomatous, and as much of the 
disease was taken away as the safety of the patient permitted. 
A wound exhibiting less promise of healing we have seldom 
seen; nevertheless, as stated in the notes of the case, the edges 
of the diseased skin were the first to unite by adhesion, and 
ultimately the woman left the hospital quite well, with no ap- 
‘or at a later period. 

H. C— , a healthy-looking woman, aged twenty-four, was 
admitted under the care of Mr. Bryant on the Ist of June last. 
She had always enjoyed good health, and three years previously 
she first observed a tumour over the left frontal eminence, about 
the size of a small nut, and qaite movable. Two or three 
months afterwards she discovered several others over the left. 
frontal bone, and these have been gradually enlarging. 

When admitted, there was a large irre; tamour over the 
left parietal bone, about the size of a fist; it presented an 
uneven and nodular surface, was closely connected with the 
integument, and appeared to be tightly bound down to the 
skull Upon manipulation, it gave a tense, semi-elastic sensa- 
tion, and caused but little pain. 

At the patient’s express wish, the tumour was excised, 

h its character was very doubtful. On the first incision, 


althou 
the nature of the growth was clearly manifested. The skin 


was in parts infiltrated with carcinomatous material, and the 
bone was exposed and rough, As much of the tumour as could 
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be removed was taken away, and the ¢.jges of the wound ad- 

justed. This subsequently healed kindly, although the por- 

- of the disease which were left were in a progressive con- 
ition. 

There is one point of interest connected with the healing of 
the wound—namely, that the only part which united by primary 
union was the di d one; the healthy edges granulating. 
This has now been seen to take place upon several occasions, 
and it appears to point out the extreme activity of the cell 

t, as this union must have taken place t cell 
structure and those especially which are called malignan' 


CLINICAL RECORDS. 


THE EABLY REMOVAL OF GLOSSAL CANCERS. 


WHEN a malignant growth upon some part of the tongue has 
not only increased in size, but has become perhaps extensively 
ulcerated, the difficulty of complete removal is at once appa- 
rent, and wt most commonly have recourse to other measures, 
which sometimes, although rarely, may prove curative. The 
powdered sulphate of copper, as locally used by Dr. Marsden 
at the Cancer Hospital, has actually healed up ulcerated can- 
cers of this organ—a fact of considerable importance. On the 
other hand, when a tumour is present on the side or anterior 
part of the tongue, and has only just commenced to ulcerate, 
if removed by the knife, possibly the patient may enjoy a com- 
plete immunity from the disease. Such a case came under 
notice on the 2nd of August at Guy’s Hospital, in the person of 
& woman seventy-seven years of age. A tumour of the size of a 
small chestnut appeared on the left side of the tongue, rather 
upon its anterior surface, had been slowly growing for six or 
seven months, and had commenced to ulcerate on its surface, 
the ulceration partaking of the usual character of epithelioma. 
It was exci by Mr. Hilton with a scalpel, and was not 
attended with any bleeding of consequence, although one small 
vessel required tying. The patient is doing very well, and the 
wound has healed. Early and complete extirpation of epithe- 
lioma, before any of the neighbouring lymphatics have become 
affected, offers, we think, as good a ce of non-recurrence in 


the tongue as in almost any other part of the body. 


RUPIA PROMINENS 


Tuts form of skin disease is by no means rare, and is com- 
monly witnessed in syphilitic wards. We notice an instance 
of it here, because there was a peculiarity associated with it 
worthy of attention. 

A man, twenty-three years of age, was admitted into the 
Charing-cross Hospital, with a rupial eruption, a gonorrhea, 
and enlarged cervical glands, which he stated to have been 
present since last Christmas, There was some ulceration about 
the glans penis, which was locally treated (during the warm 
weather) by the application of a black wash, which caused 
sloughing of the ex ; it was therefore changed for another 
lotion of sulphate of zinc, after which the sloughing ceased. 
This effect is not usually perceived to result from the black 
wash, and may have been mainly produced in some way by 
the extreme heat then prevalent. He was under Dr. Willshire’s 
care for the eruption about his arms and back, on which were 
conical crusts resembling the shell of a smaJ] mussel. These 
were disappearing slowly under the use of the syrup of the 
iodide of iron, 


NECROSIS OF TIBIA AND HUMERUS. 


Iy certain scrofulous constitutions, and occasionally in 
syphilis, we meet with more than one bone affected with 
necrosis, In a former ‘‘ Mirror” we noticed an ration, per- 
formed by Mr. Stanley, in St. Bartholomew's Hospital, upon 
the leg of a sailor, which had been for some time necrosed. 
The removal of pieces of dead bone was followed by a com- 
plete cure; and the right arm, also diseased, was reserved for 
operation at another time. On the 23rd of July, chloroform 
was administered to him; several sinuses on the anterior 
of the arm were run into one by a large incision; and a 
sequestrum was drawn out of the interior of the a hu- 
merus, together with several other pieces of bone. his has 
been followed by the best results, the man may be said 
to be now perfectly cured, and will be permitted to renew his 
occupation, 


CANCER OF THE LEFT TONSIL. 


Waist we have described cases of epithelial cancer i 
the lips, cheeks, tongue, and gums- in fact, all the essenti 
parts entering into the formation of the mouth and oral cavity, 
we have not setone noticed its extension to the fauces, or, more 

sing, its idiopathic appearance in the tonsil. 
position of the to be, independent of 
extension of the malady from other parts, yet we an oppor- 
tunity of examining a remarkably distinct example of it, on 
the 30th of August, at the Cancer Hospital, in a man forty- 
nine years of age, admitted on the 5th, under Dr. Marsden’s 
care. It was not noticed by the patient until March last, and 
shortly afterwards the glands in the neck of the same side 
(left) began to enlarge, and are now very prominent. He is 
an old smoker and chewer of tobacco, and his appearance is 
that of a healthy and robust man. On looking into the throat, 
the entire left tonsil Fig to have been eaten away by the 
ulcerative process of the disease, forming a large excavation, 
which is surrounded by the isthmus and left pillar of the fances, 
also ulcerated at their margi ; by contact with the disease. The 
uvula is unaffected, 

The patient has been tor ort a time under treatment to 
exhibit any striking change .ur the better; but the situation is 
so extremely inconvenient, and the general contamination of 
the system is such, that not much is to be expected beyond 
mere palliation. Hereditary predisposition is well made out, 
for his sister had a cancer of the breast, under which we un- 
derstand she succumbed. 

On looking into the records of cancer of the throat, although 
we meet with instances in which the tonsils were engaged, it 
was mostly so in connexion with disease in other parts of the 
body. The present case, therefore, is one of unusual interest 
and importance. The disease is clearly epithelial. 


MINOR MISCELLANIES. 


A Row of Sebaceous Tumours on the Scalp.—An unusual 
peculiarity was noticed in connexion with some ten or twelve 

b t s on the scalp of a woman, aged about forty, 
at King’s College Hospital, on the 13th of August. They occu- 
pied the central line of the head from before backwards, where 
the hair is parted; and although they had previously been re- 
moved, they had recurred several times, as we understood 
Mr. Hulke to say. He removed them on this occasion in the 
usual way. We think the teeth of the comb which the patient 
employs about her hair have a good deal to do with the induc- 
tion of these tumours—a cause which is recognised to be pretty 
frequent in women. 

Eczema Impetiginodes.—In the month of July, we noticed 
a little boy, six years of age, in the Charing-cross Hospital, 
who had an ome oe of vesicles, which had become purulent, 
both on the h and over the whole of the back, produced by 
eczema impetiginodes, He was admitted in this condition on 
the 20th, and im a very short time the back became quite well 


by the local application of aqua calcis and the use of mild 
pe Aer the head also yielded to treatment, but the cha- 
racter of eczema and impetigo intermingled was at one time 
well marked. 

Pedunculated Adipose Tumour.—Mr. Hulke excised a fatty 
tumour from the upper and inner part of the left thigh of an 
elderly woman, under chloroform, of Ang ust, 
had the liarity of being penduloiis a ike a finger, 
but which, a removal, == found iv be m larger, as w 
as extending deeply inwards. 

Parotid Tumour.—A growth, of the size of a small orange, 
was removed from the situatiow of the parotid on the left side 
of the neck, by Mr. Stanley, at St. Bartholomew’s Hospital, on 
the 23rd of July. The patient was an elderly man (aged fifty- 
two), in whom it had been coming on slowly for two years, 
consisted of a number of loose masses of tissue, which seemed 


Catcviovs Arrections In in the 
bladder would seem to be a more common affection in Aberdeen 
than in any other town in the United Kingdom, if we exce 
perha , Norwich ; for a larger number of cases are admit 
into the Royal Infirmary than in any other hospital after that 
of Norwich. On the iast occasion of making up the tables at 
the former institution, the mortality from lithotomy was 1 in 9. 
Only 2 deaths occurred in 112 cases of lithotrity, and they 
kidney disease. 


| 
| 
| 
| to be malignant disease. The wound was stuffed with lint, 
| and allowed to heal up by suppuration. 


Tae Laycet,] 


PROVINCIAL HOSPITAL ..EPORTS. 


Probincral Posyital Reports. 
| CUMBERLAND INFIRMARY. 
OVARIOTOMY. 


(Under the care of Mr. W. B. Paee,) 
From Notes taken by Mr. Daverevx, House-Surgeon. 


Exjzine1H D——, aged forty-two, native of Carlisle, washer- 
woman, admitted June Ist, 1859. She states that about six- 
teen or seventeen years ago there was pain in the right side of 
the abdomen, which continued for about a month. A year 
afterwards she perceived slight enlargement on the same side, 
unaccompanied by any feeling of discomfort. This has gradu- 
ally increased, but much more rapidly during the last six 
months. The catamenia never appeared at regular intervals, 
and they have been quite absent during the last six months. 
She was never married, and has had ne children. 

The measurement round the abdomen, an inch above the 
umbilicus, is thirty-eight inches and a half. The os uteri is 
healthy, and the uterus free. General health good. The ab- 


sence of pain at any time during the growth of the tumour, 
freedom of motion of the abdominal 


the apparent walls over its 
surface, and the mobility of the uteras, together with the good 
health of the woman, seemed favourable to the extirpation of 
the tumour. The uncertainties and the dangers of the opera- 
tion were fully and fairly explained to her, as well as the 


advantages which might result from palliative measures. Some 
time was given for consideration, but she stil] desired to submit 
Professor Simpson, who visited the infirmary 
wi r 


tion. 


during the woman’s stay, made a careful exa- 
concurred in the propriety of the 


to the extent of about two inches and a half; and after some fur- 


extent of the 


was conveyed through a canula into a tube made 
oil-eloth rolled upon itself, and afterwards caught in a 
placed om the floor. During the time the cyst was 
ing i the abdomen was gently supported on each 
soon as the walls of the cyst became 

vulsellum and gently drawn out 

y, the orifice of the canula was 


of which were also caught by a vulsellum. 
the cysts — resembled each other. When 
it was nearly empty, the wound was enlarged 
af on ond. ten 
in withdrawing the tumour; and by means of 
the whole growth was drawn out of the abdo- 
i attached by the pedicle. Several smaller 
found on its surface as the tumour was thrust. for- 
clamp was then applied and the pedicle divided. 
the wound were brought together by means of hare- 
with silver-wire sutures. In addition to their piercing 
of the abdomen, the pims were made to include the 
‘vided 


| 


i 


perve 
admirably, A little weak brandy-and-water was given 
twice. The operation was concluded im aboat an hour and a 
quarter, —— occupying exactly an hour. 
4 


The first cyst contained 


00 in 

ating uite 
the remainder 
the exception of slight pain m the lumbar region. 
tinued of 100. The urine was ree off by a er 

i containing a quarter of a grain of morphi 

tea and bread-and- butter, 
which she vomited once. At twelve p.m. she was 
aslee 
oth, —Eight a.M.: Has at short intervals duri 
night, and awoke in excellent spirits; after taking 
some tea this morning, she vomited ; still 
the lumbar region, but says it is not more 
the operation; pulse 120; urine normal, 


First 


and has now awoke; the expression 

slightly anxious; appears rather restless; com 

over the abdomen; pulse 140 since eleven 4. M. ; 

furred; urine drawn off by the catheter. To have 

—Half- one A. M.: slept during 

vomited once since ten o'clock ; 

: more anxious ; 
r.—Eight a.m: Has ; 
increased over the abdomen , which 


enema of 
to take five i 
of 


of uicarbonate of ammonia, with fifteen 


its being 


hospital by 
lished to aid in perfecting the statistics of this 

the history and symptoms, it will be seen that there could not 
have been a more favourable case, and the operation was com- 
pleted without any accident; im fact, the only untoward cir- 
cumstance connected with it was the unfortunate result. 


Rebieos and Hotices of Pooks. 
Oratio ex Harveii Instituto, in Edibus ii 

corum. Londinensis: Habita 

c. J. B. Atpis, M:D., M.A, 

Tus is unquestionably an elegant oration, written, as de- 
livered, in good Latin, and printed on good paper, in an orthe- 
dox quarto form. But why is it delivered, written, and printed 
in Latin at all? If it were not worse, it is something puerile, 
that a body of learned men should meet together to hear words 


[Ocroser 1, 1859. 
= 
<ightoen ints, the second fourteen, and 
the smaller ones a pint and The specific gravity 
of the fluid was 1033, and it contained a large quantity of albu- 
, men. Under the microscope, finely-granular cells, oil globules, 
some blood corpuscles, and numerous plates of cholesterine, 
5 four pounds; and contained the mght ovary, from which the 
eyats were developed. The pedicle included the right Fallo- 
- ian tube, and the broad and round li ents of that side. te 
ably 
catheter, quantity about twelve ounces; 
i. | water and some ice.—Half-past nine P.M. 
| continued troublesome until about three o’clock, when she fell 
a 
nmnation, | 
opera 18 Slightly distended; pulse Ohave sherry Wine 
; _ duly 4th.—The arrangements for the operation were made | of brandy.—Nine a.m.: Continues very restless; vomited twice 
im accordance with <lirections given im the report of a successful | since she commenced the wine ; extremities cold, and the whole 
a case published by Mr. Page in Tue Lancer of April Sth, 1845. | surface covered with a clammy perspiration ; expression very 
qt Am incision was commenced in the median line, about an inch | pinched; pulse 145, very weak; is sinking fast. To have * 
“*s below the umbilicus, and carried downwards towards the pubis | a, brandy, and opium every three hours; and 
ty gliding over the surface of the tamour. At this time there | pieces of ice. 
from several small vessels, which was Sth.—Eight a.m.: Died. 
quickly by the application of cold , | Autopsy, twenty-seven hours after death.—The abdomen is 
+, toneum was then slit up, on a director, to much distended. The edges of the wound above the clamp 
a external wound, The walls of the cyst now came into view, | are only slightly united. On opening the abdomen, the dia- 
| and no adhesions were detected by means of a finger intro- | phragm is seen much arched upwards ; the parietal portion of the 
q duced and passed over its anterior surface. A long trocar | peritoneum is much injected; that radiating from the clamp is 
¢ y rye: thrust into it, giving vent to a dark grumous-looking | inflamed, and has large flakes of lowly-organized lymph loosely 
.| | adherent to it, About a pint of serum had gravitated into 
i. of tab the pelvis, and when the viscera were moved, a large many. | 
No blood was fi in the 
5 cavity. uterus was free from inflammation, and the left 
a | free disease. Thorax: No adhesion between the la 
it wooden plug, and another trocar pushed into an- of the pleura on either side, and the lungs and heart healthy. 
| Remarks,—The above notes were condensed from those taken 
| 
ig | 
q 
f many-tailed flannel bandage, and the patient lifted into 
y means of a sheet and blanket previously placed beneath | 
Dering the first steps of the operation chloroform was 
q exhibited ; but before she was fairly under its influence vomit- 
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REVIEWS AND NOTICES OF BOOKS, 
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and ideas expressed in a language which is not their own, and 
the sense of which, with all their erudition, must not only be 
much less easily caught in delivery, but must also be much 
more feeble to express sentiments or embody reasoning adapted 
to the intellects of the present day. But it is in reality worse 


their vernacular tongue, Because it has been the custom to go 
the roundabout way of having the Harveian Oration delivered 
in Latin, that same custom must, forsooth, be still continued ; 
and the melancholy spectacle is annually exhibited of a learned 
body, which ought to show itself in every act and deed in ad- 
vance of the civilization of the times, amusing itself with the 
childish and pedantic gratification of playing with the syllables 
which formed a part of the long-past labours of schoolboy days. 

As long as science was confined to the cloister, or even, in 
later times, when it had emerged from that jealous sanctuary, 
and was to be found glimmering in the secular colleges and 
public schools, where it has since found so congenial a home, it 
was well enough for it to employ a language which was com- 
mon to the learned throughout the civilized world. But times 
have changed; and we wil) not stop to express the fact in the 
hacknied phrase belonging to the same language in which the 
Oration (to which we mean no disrespect) is written. The 
learned of Kurope are now no longer obliged to address each 
other in Latin as the only medium for the conveyance of their 
thoughts. The chief modern languages—say, French, Eng- 
lish, Italian, German, and, in a less degree, a few others—are 
pretty well understood by the literati of all nations; at least, 
as well as Latin, and it is no hyperbole to say that the scien. 
tific books written in modern languages—since the time of 
Bacon, to go no farther back—in their aggregate outweigh in 
value all the scientific productions of the ancients and the 
middle age writers. Why, then, should Science clothe herself 
in the threadbare and meagre garments of the past? Terms, 
and a style of thought unknown to old writers, and, there- 
fore, untranslateable, characterize the advancements of modern 
science; and, ly, when we assume the use of a dead 
language to give utterance to what concerns the living world, 
we are placing over the light which we have acquired a dead- 

ening extinguisher. Nor does the evil stop here. The very 
hearers if literally translated into the vernacular tongue. 
“* Hane Oratiunculam” implies an excess of modesty little 
adapted to characterize a pompous oration written with care 
and labour, and considered worthy to be recited before some of 
the most distinguished philosophers of our time; but Prases Cla- 
rissime! Socit Doctissimi/ atque Auditores Jllustrissimi! if 
delivered orally in English, would make the audience believe 
either that the orator was laughing at them, or that he was 
the most servile of mankind. How different from the honest 
Saxon opening of an address to an assemblage of which the 
speaker is a member as good as the rest—viz., ‘‘ Mr. President, 
Members, and Visitors !” 

So much has the unfitness of a dead language to express the 
requirements of our age been felt in modern days on the con- 
tinent, that in France prescriptions have long been written 
almost wholly in French—a very wise adoption, since there is 
Jess likelihood of a mistake, Even in our own country, where 
the bienséances of society are not so soon tacitly appreciated, 
medical practitioners, if they for certain reasons name the drugs 
of which their prescriptions are composed in the Latin tongue, 
have begun to write the directions for their administration in 
our own language, and we commend the usage 

Compare the dullness of the scene when the Harveian Oration 
is delivered with the lively interest afforded by the Hunterian 
Oration! Whence originates the difference, but in the vehicle 


through which the sentiments are conveyed? Sut the evil of 
dullness is not the worst drawback. The adherence to a form of 
speech in full vogue two thousand years ago, is a symbol and a 
sign. So long as the Royal College of Physicians adhere to the 
absurd system of hearing an oration in praise of Harvey deli- 
vered in a language which was not his own and is not theirs, so 
long they are rattling dead bones, and proving that they do not 
put themselves at the head of the living intelligence of the age. 
The habitual mind of a man is commonly known by the lan- 
guage to which he gives utterance. The College of Physicians 
of London ought to put themselves at the head of medical ad- 
vancement in this country. This they can never do, nor will 
they ever gain the prestige of being believed to desire it, until 
they abandon fusty Latin for honest, hearty, Saxon, verna- 
cular English, 


Notes on the Wounded from the Mutiny in India ; with a De- 
scription of the of Gun-shot Injuries contained 
in the Museum of Fort Pite By Georce Wr.iamson, 
M.D., Staff-Surgeon. pp. 124. London: Churchill. 
Tus is a reprint of Dr. Williamson’s papers in the May and 

Angust numbers of the Dublin Quarterly Journal, and affords 
us some interesting i respecting the wounded sur- 
vivors of the Indian war. Of course Dr. Williamson cw give 
no statistics of the whole of the wounded, but merely notices 
those whe survived long enough to reach their native shores, 
and so to come under his care at Chatham. The total number 
which arrived was 603, and of these, 193 have been sent to 
duty, 67 to modified duty, 263 have been invalided, 7 died, 
and 73 still remain under medical care. 

From a tabular statement of all the injuries, under their 
different heads, we gather some interesting data—e. g., out of 
eight cases of gun-shot injury to the head, with depression or 
displacement of both tables, there was only one fatal ease; and 
it is remarked specially by the author, how rapidly and 
thoroughly the wounds (from which large pieces of bone were 
removed) cicatrized over, so that the strong fibrous tissue thus 
produced, formed an excellent substitute for the original cal- 
varia, (not calvarium as it is spelt throughout the book.) 
Again, out of nine cases of wound of the chest, with perfom- 
tion of the contents, there was but one death, and that from 
gangrene of the uninjured lung, eleven months after the re- 
ceipt of the injury. In one of the cases of recovery, not only 
the lung, but the cesophagus also, was wounded. There were 
two cases of wounds of the intestine, and both recovered. 

In the table of capital operations we find the following ampu- 
tations :—Shoulder-joint, 6; arm, 46, (one death from gangrene;) 
forearm, 19; thigh—upper third, 1, middle third, 10, (one 
death from necrosis;) leg, 18. Total of al! amputations, 255, 
and only two deaths. Only three cases of excision of joints 
are recorded—one of the shoulder and two of the elbow, in 
none of which are the results as respects usefulness very satis- 
factory. 

We have thus to thank the author for much interesting in- 
formation, which is interspersed with collateral cases and 
sketches from the Fort Pitt Museum; but we are surprised to 
find how little certainty there appears to be ing the 
early treatment of many of the cases, and the entire forgetful - 
ness of the medical officers under whose care the cases were at 
first placed. In all cases of secondary operation Staff-Surgeen 
Williamson is duly recorded as the operater, but no single one 


expected to find, at great length and with illustrations, cases, 
by the author, of necrosis of the ulma and calculus vesice around 
& piece of cane—very interesting, ne doabt, in themselves, but 
obviously inappropriate in their present pesitien, At the end 
of the book are some valuable reasarks upoa the “* dooley” as a 
means of conveyance for wounded men, which we would com- 


mend to the notice of our army authorities, 


“more honoured in the breach than in the observance.” 

Year after year men assist each other in the solemn farce of | 

professing to be delighted with hearing expressed in a dead | 

language that which would be much more readily appre- | 

ciated, and withal more sparkling, if presented to them in | 
| of the Lacknow heroes is mentioned as having performed one 
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THE LANCET. 


LONDON: SATURDAY, OCTOBER 1, 1859. 


Art this genial season of the year, Philosophy, like the tilled 
earth, bears its fruit. The seeds of science that had been sown 
in the winter, and nurtured in'the closet and laboratory, reared 
in solitude, and blooming under the glare of the midnight oil, 
have now ripened, and send forth their harvest into the world. 
Northern Aberdeen has been this year the market to which 
the scientific husbandmen have carried their grain. From all 
parts of these islands, from Europe and America, the gathering 
comes, A wonderful unanimity animates the various sections 
of the philosophic body: Mathematics, Chemistry, Geology, 
Natural History, Geography, Economic Science, and Mechanics, 
all become peripatetic. Aberdeen, whose boast it has long been 
that she, ‘‘like England, has twa Universities,” may now re- 
joice in the thought that she has entertained representatives 
of all the Universities and all the capitals of the civilized 
world. 

_ The President who this year opened the Chamber of Scien- 
tific Commerce, was the Prince Consort. And although Philo- 
sophy commonly consorts ill with Royalty,—being essentially 
self-relying and republican in her nature,—we see no cause to 
regret the association on this occasion. The inaugural address, 
delivered by his Royal Highness, is an excellent exposition of 
the objects and usefulness of the British Association. Some of 
the passages in it evince a well-informed and thoughtful mind. 
The scheme of the Association, although vast enough im its 
scope, is. specially directed to the development of the inductive 
sciences, It has eliminated from its consideration and discus- 
sions those subjects which come under the description of moral 
and political sciences. This has not been done from undervaluing 
their importance, but from a desire to deal with those things 
only which can be reduced to positive proof, and do not rest 
on opinion or faith. The subjects of the moral and political 
sciences invoke not only opinions, but feelings also; and their 
discussion frequently rouses passions : for feelings are ‘ sub- 
jective,” as the German metaphysician has it—they are in- 
separable from the individual being; an attack upon them is 
felt as an attack upon the person itself; whilst facts are ‘‘ ob- 
jective,” and belong to everybody. It is with them only that 
the Association deals, In the accumulation of facts, the ma- 
chinery of a scientific Society is eminently useful. Through public 
discussions, the directions in which the search after new dis- 
coveries may be most profitably made are best recognised. The 
Society can thus stimulate individual and independent inquirers, 
and lend material aid to special nominees in following out sys- 
tematic and combined investigations. Thus a Society presents 
the greatest facilities for the comparison and combination of sepa- 
rate contributions, It may thus lay down the foundations and 
rear the structure of the grandest and most useful scientific 
edifices, Nor are the benefits to individuals thus congregating 
for the interchange of personal knowledge less worthy of note. 
The geologist meets the chemist and zoologist, and, even in 
casual conversation, derives from them information that throws 
i No one whose labours 


have been conducted in solitary communion with his own 
thoughts, or with the written thoughts of others, can form an 
adequate idea of the value of the unexpected relations or 
kindling suggestions that are struck out by vivd voce commu- 
nication, Words are never so truly winged to the human 
heart or human understanding as when they fly from tongue 
toear. The speech that is read with indifference and without 
profit, may have been listened to with rapture and vivifying 
instruction. It is living intercourse that gives the vital heat. 

But apart from the knowledge gained and imparted at 
these meetings, they have a charm and an usefulness of a social 
character. Men of all classes meet on common ground ; those of 
every variety of pursuit unite. The lawyer becomes acquainted 
with the physician, the engineer with the lawyer and statesman. 
The student of Nature sees the man whose haunt is the 
thronged city, and whose business lies almost wholly with his 
fellow-men. All benefit; none are losers. The remotest ends 
of the country are brought into friendly relations; and, what 
is of more transcendent interest still to the human family in 
all its national branches, that great and indestructible league 
of free intellect against dynastic despotisms gathers fresh life 
and power. Although these sentiments did not find utterance 
from the lips of the Prince who presided over the inaugural 
meeting, we feel that they were not the less present to the hearts 
of many of his auditors. Some, no doubt, were there—conscious 
that science itself is only so far worthy of devotion as it is made 
a source of honour to Gop and of advantage to mankind—who 
see that the intellectual liberty nursed in Associations such as 
this, must one day draw after it that political liberty for which 
so many generous minds now sigh in the bitterness of hope 
deferred. Those who remember that a similar scientific gather- 
ing is this year postponed on the Continent, as impossible ; 
those who call to mind the thraldom that oppresses the literary 
and scientific academies abroad, will understand the interest 
with which the British Association is regarded by men who 
find in the interchange of scientific knowledge the only vent 
for the human sympathies that are swelling within them. 

On every ground we invite the co-operation of a large-hearted 

profession, as is that of Medicine, in the British Association. 
By advancing knowledge, it tends to draw from Nature more 
enlarged contributions to the physical wants of Man; and by 
extending and cementing the brotherhood of Science, it tends 
still further to promote his moral welfare by freeing Intellect 
from the brutalizing dominion of arbitrary power. 
Closely following upon the meeting of the British Association 
at Aberdeen, will be held the second annual meeting of the 
National Association for the Promotion of Social Science, at 
Bradford. That there is useful work to be done by such an 
Association we do not doubt. But the organization of the 
Society and the cast of the performers are somewhat too exclu- 
sive and bureaucratic to engage general co-operation. Where 
men committed to absolute and final opinions upon most of the 
leading subjects of social science occupy preponderant positions, 
there is but faint encouragement for the independent worker. 


Eaxty in the last month, a number of the most respectable 
medical practitioners in Birmingham united to form the latest 
founded Society of its kind, for that important town and the 
surrounding country within its sphere, to be called ‘* The Bir- 
‘‘mingham and Midland Counties Medical Registration Asso- 


“ciaticn,” It was inteaded to be an independent Society for 
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THE BIRMINGHAM MEDICAL REGISTRATION ASSOCIATION 


carrying out the objects aimed at by similarly constituted 
bodies. The situation of Birmingham in the centre of Eng- 
land was, doubtless, considered a most convenient one from 
which a widely-spread influence might extend as from a nu- 
cleus of considerable magnitude. But we cannot help express- 
ing regret that the newly-formed assemblage did not formally, 
at the outset, connect itself—as many similar bodies have 
done—with the Medical Registration Association in the me- 
tropolis, The new Birmingham Association has already 
adopted the rules whick guided the central body of London 
at its formation, and its organization, down even to the 
establishment of a “ Vigilance Committee;” and we do not 
doubt that eventually it will amalgamate with the parent Asso- 
ciation, with which its intentions are so completely in harmony, 
and which could not fail to be materially strengthened by so 
valuable an accession to its numbers and power. 

One circumstance, however, peculiarly distinguished the 
formation of the new Society. At the instant of its birth, a 
foolish heresy claimed its advocates amongst some practitioners 
who were either unable to understand what is meant by 
“orthodox” medicine, or whose sound adherence to the same 
may well be doubted, if any meaning is to be gleaned from 
their observations. A kind of begging-letter was put in from 
some homeopathic men, who apparently feared from the 
beginning that they had reason to expect they should not be 
admitted into the company of respectable practitioners who 
repudiated a nonsensical quackery. They sagely conjectured 
“that the term ‘orthodox’ had been purposely made use of 
to exclude homeeopathic practitioners.” There was no doubt 
of it at all. Dr. Lapp had written, in a letter to Mr. Spratry, 
the able and active Secretary of the new Association, “* Keep 
out the homeopaths by some such rule as we have;” and that 
advice was carefully borne in mind. Mr, PostcaTesqueamishly 
moved the substitution of the term “‘ legally-qualitied” for that 
of “‘orthodox” practitioners, which, if carried, would have 
emasculated and completely stultified the whole proposition 
relative to the admission of members. Mr. Gamore made use 
of the strange expressions, that ‘‘ he should not oppose heresy, 
‘though always ready to uphold the truth ;” and that ‘‘as the 
‘* Registrar was bound to admit all legally-qualified persons, he 
“thought the Association should not object to enrol them as 
“members.” Now, the Registrar could not help himself. 
We hope that Dr. Francis Hawxkuys has no love for homeo- 
pathy, abstractedly considered; but in his official capacity, he 
could not decline to register the practitioners of that piece of 
delusion, if found to be possessed of legal qualifications, A 
Registration Association stands upon a footing very different 
from that of the official Registrar. Medical practitioners 
forming a Society to protect their mutual interests, and bound 
by no rules but such as they impose upon themselves, 
have the right to exclude any persons with whom they may 
think it unfit they should associate. Dr, ANTHONY seems to 
have put this matter quite in its right light at the meeting in 
question—and in a few words, too—when he said, ‘‘ The prac- 
“‘titioners referred to were no doubt qualified to be registered 
“‘under the Medical Act, but he objected to their admission 
“into the Society. He should be exceedingly sorry to meet 
“them as members, to sit in council with them, or to belong 
“‘to a Society of which they formed a part.” In justice to the 
Birmingham practitioners, it must be stated, that on the 
amendment to admit homeopaths being put, only the hands 


of the proposer and seconder were held up in its favour, and it 
was scornfully rejected by the bulk of the meeting. 

We have since received the ‘‘ protest” of the excluded prac- 
titioners. It is a lachrymose affair, nearly as lengthy as the 
original report of the meeting, which would fill at least two of 
our pages, and it asserts at its termination that ‘‘there is a 
** great deal too much of the spirit of quackery in the ranks of 
** those who take the title of ‘orthodox.’” We hope this is 
not the case in Birmingham, but the prayer for the non-exclu- 
sion of heterodox practitioners on the part of members of the 
Association comes strangely from a place which would fain 
claim to be the head and home of the supporters of legitimate 
practice in the Midland Counties. Nothing of the sort was 
ever witnessed or heard in the London Medical Registration 
Association or its branches, as they have successively been 
formed in the metropolis. The determination to exclude 
homeeopaths, mesmerists, and all other quacks, has here 
been everywhere strongly and decidedly pronounced; and the 
soundness of tone amongst the practitioners of London and its 
suburbs in this respect gives them—even if other reasons were 
wanting —a substantial claim to stand foremost in the war 
against quackery without and within the profession of medi- 
cine. 


Tue vacancy occasioned by the death of Mr. CLELAND in the 
situation of Medical Officer of Health for Limehouse, has been 
filled up by the appointment of Mr. Horrox. The salary, we 
understand, has been reduced. In St. George’s-in-the-East, 
Mr, Perrarp has resigned. Those who, from various motives, 
are averse to sanitary improvement, have been active in 
their endeavours to impair the usefulness of the office, It has 
actually been proposed in the Board of Works to postpone the 
election of a new Officer of Health for three months, on the 
ground that the public health is so good that the appointment 
is not necessary. Is this the local idea of preventive medicine ? 
To wait for epidemics, and then call in the preventive phy- 
sician! It would be well for the Board to consider how by 
such ill-judged proceedings they afford pretexts and arguments 
for the supersession of local, and the establishment of central, 
authorities. 


Medical 


“Ne quid nimis.” 
THE LICENCE OF THE APOTHECARIES’ COMPANY 
OF DUBLIN. 

A veRY important edacational question has been raised 
under the Medical Act in relation to the right on the part of 
the Company of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin to grant 
licences to practise medicine. That right is disputed by the 
authorities of the King and Queen’s College of Physicians in 
Ireland ; while it is warmly sustained by the licentiates of 
the Company. The question at issue is one of considerable 
importance to those licentiates, since amongst other colla- 
teral issues raised is that of the right which this qualifica- 
tion would confer on candidates for medical commissions in 
the Army. The Director-General has most wisely decided 
that candidates for the appointment of assistant-surgeon in 
the Army shall possess a qualification in both surgery and 
medicine. This regulation commends itself to the good sense 
of all, since the duties of the office are of a peculiarly mixed 
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medical and surgical capabilities, The question is thus opened, 
whether the licence of the Apothecaries’ Hall of Dublin can be 
accepted for the medical qualification. Pendente lite, it has 
been referred to the Medical Council. The Council decline to 
give any opinion on the subject ; they will, of course, register 
the qualification, but they refuse to express any opinion as to the 
privileges which it confers, Under such circumstances, this 
qualification is manifestly inadmissible temporarily for the 
Army, and such has been the conclusion formed. But this posi- 
tion of doubt cannot be considered otherwise than most unsatis- 
factory to all who are interested. The Medical Council are re- 
quired, in the terms of the Act, to submit doubts on matters of 
this kind to the Secretary of State for the Home Department, 
and it would appear to be due to the licentiates of the Com- 
pany that their privileges should be defined by the highest 
authority. We are not able to transcribe the whole of the lengthy 
documents in which the controversy between the Apothecaries’ 
Hall and the King and Queen’s College is set forth, The 
statements on either side are intricate and somewhat contra- 
dictory. There cannot, however, be a doubt that the case 
made out in favour of the Apothecaries’ Company is very 
strong ; they possess an ancient and immemorial prescription, 
which favours their claim, and, from the tabular view which 
they present of the course of education enjoined upon their 
licentiates, it is clear that a full curriculum of study is required, 
and it is fair to presume that their standard is not below that 
of other examining bodies, It is, we think, manifestly opposed 
to public policy and justice to deprive the members of any of 
the medical corporations already in existence of their profes- 
sional privileges. If there be any shortcomings, the Council have 
power to call for their correction ; if there be no real need of 
the licence felt amongst the profession, that fact will itself tell 
upon the prosperity of the corporation in the progress of time. 
To declare that the licence is valueless now, would seem to us 
oppressive ; but it is quite right that the question should be 
decided. The present suspense will inflict the same injury, 
without being backed by the same authority, as a negative de- 
cision from the highest quarters. 


DR. KING AND THE FRANKLIN PARTY. 


Tue medical officers who have accompanied those Arctic 
expeditions which have so greatly glorified the name of English 
seamen, and honoured English enterprise, have always been 
distinguished for the intelligent contributions, embodying the 
results of the voyages, which they have offered to the literary 
and scientific world. Amongst the most distinguished of 
Arctic medical officers is Dr, King, whose published works 
have attested equally his zealous devotion to tie great 
Arctic question, and his intimate acquaintance with the geo, 
graphical and meteorological relations of this terra incognita, 
When the continued absence of the Franklin party first excited 
the fears of English seamen, and became the sabject of com- 
ment amongst the savans, Dr. King discussed, with great 
minuteness and ingenuity, the probability of Sir John having 
taken one of the several routes open to him, and maintained that 
he must evidently have taken the route towards the Great Fish 
the attention of the Admiralty, and volunteered to conduct an 
expedition in the presumed route of the ill-fated party, which 
might have been arranged with ease, and at little cost. At 
the very time that he was pressing his offer upon the Go- 
vernment, Sir John Franklin and his devoted followers were 
traversing that path, and pursuing the very course which he 
marked out. The reasons which Dr. King adduced were fully 
stated; and so powerful was their united bearing, that one would 
imagine that only a foregone acquaintance with other facts not 
known to Dr. King could have justified the refusa] on the part 
of the authorities to entertain his proposition. It now appears 


motives which operated to prevent them from allowing Dr. 
King to follow up the traces of these brave and devoted men 
are as mysterious as that refusal has been disastrous and de- 
plorable. 


THE ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 


ProGresstvE reforms in the Medical Department of the 
Army, under the able and kindly supervision of Mr. Alexander, 
the Director-General, tend daily to render that service more 
efficient in its relations to troops on service and at home, while 
they promote the interests and advance the cause of the sur- 
geons of the Army. The formation of a Sanitary and Statistical 
Department has been arranged, and the framework laid down. 
The hygienic relations of troops, which had been so much 
will now receive due attention, and the representa- 
tions of medical officers, in all matters relating to sites of camps 
and ventilation, will find an authoritative voice, and an official 
channel of exposition, The old difficulties as to hospital stores 
will not again embarrass the surgeon. An admirable series 
of diets will be at his command, including all needful comforts 
and some exceptional luxuries, A comprehensive list of stores 
will await his requisition at every hospital; and the ob- 
stacles with the barrack-master who found the gridiron, and 
the purveyor who superintended the sancepans, will not again 
operate to limit the efficiency of the medical officer. Another 
boon, which will be greatly appreciated, is the establishment 
of a regular roster for foreign service, which can always be 
inspected, or from which extracts can be procured at any mo- 
ment by those who are interested. The surgeon not on active ser- 
vice can at any time ascertain the number of names before his 
own, how many of those who are above him are available for 
service, and the reasons which exist to prevent others from 
being employed. Hence he is thoroughly informed as to his 
position, and is not left in doubt either as to the probable period 
and nature of his eventual disposal, or as to the justiee and 
equity which will regulate the proceedings taken in relation to 
him. 


These and other reforms which are being gradually introduced 
into the Army Medical Service, under the vigorous and judicious 
administration of the present Director-General, must be con- 
sidered as greatly enbancing the value of the substantial conces- 
sions in rank and emoluments ordered by the late Warrant, Cne 
result has been, that the ranks of the service have been largely 
recruited by intelligent and well-trained practitioners, and 
that, coincident with the increased advantages offered to the 
surgeons of the Army, a system has been adopted which will 
at once secure to the department the services of men of talent, 
and will afford to those of superior attainments the opportunity 
of making their powers available on fitting occasions, and of 
obtaining due reward for extra capacity and exertions. The 
standard of proficiency at the Army examinations will be 
higher than heretofore. Both a medical and a surgical diploma 
will be called for, and such additional training in ophthalmic, ob- 
stetric, and dental science as is demanded by the miscellaneous 
requirements of military surgeons detached on duty. The posi- 
tion of an Army surgeon is now a far more worthy object of 
ambition than it has ever been, and the service will not be the 
less popular that it has been determined to allow each man ap 
opportunity of registering his capacity and acyuirements at the 
time of entering, and of affixing a stamp to his reputation 
which will remain permanently for reference. 


INSANITY AND THE REVIVALS. 

Tue influence of overpowering appeals to the senses im ex- 
citing lunacy is a subject so important, that it were wrong to 
let slip the present occasion for stadying the effects of mental 
enthusiasm and excitement which the Irish revivals offer. Un- 
fortunately, however, with this as with other topics which 


have a theological connexion, it is impossible to introduce the 
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ON THE TREATMENT OF TETANUS BY WOURALI POISON. 
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distinction should in justi 
controversial discussion, and the physical examination of cor- 


criticism, we thought it wise to abstain from any further dis- 
cussion of a subject for which the material of observation was 
not immediately under our eyes. It is right to remark that 
the veritication of these statements does not in any way touch 
the religious aspect of the revivals, since it is far from being 
shown that such bodily excitement is an essential ingredient in 
the movement. To men of reason, however, facts are always 
desirable. Hence we would refer to the recent statement of 
the correspondent of The T'imes, who says:—Taking the period 
between the Ist of June last and the present time, the numbers 
committed to the jails of Belfast, Downpatrick, and Monaghan 
amount to 45; while in 1858 they were only 22. Of this latter 
number, only one appeared to have had his mind overturned 
from religious causes; while in the cases occurring in 1859, the 
religious element largely predominates. Thus, of 19 committed 
to Belfast jail, no less than 13 were certified by the medical 
officer to have been insane on the subject of religion, and the 
remaining six might perhaps be traced to a similar cause. 


Correspondence. 


“Audi alteram partem.” 


ON THE TREATMENT OF TETANUS BY 
WOURALI POISON. 
[LETTER FROM PROFESSOR HARLEY.) 
To the Editor of Tax Lawcer. 
Sre,—In Tue Laycer of Sept. 17th, [ find it stated that— 
““M. Vea, of Turin, arguing from the fact shown by M. Ber- 


the patients felt much relief; but they 
treatment was, however, employed upon a 
recovered. He was a irty- 


ys after the 


i ing under a very severe 
Although I did not succeed in saving the 
life of this animal, I nevertheless saw enough to convince me of 
the value of the remedy. Indeed, I was so convinced of its 


Seeing the success that has ) 
i poison by M. Vella, and the results of my own experi- 
feel anxious that this substance should receive a fair 


LUNATICS IN THE WEST RIDING. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancer. 


Sm,—My attention has been drawn to an article in 
Lancrr of September 10th, p. 270, under the above heading; 
and as the remarks therein might, without e 
ex, ion, be calculated to mislead the professional public 
est Ridi um, as one ‘isiting Magistrates 
otenlinie, and as a member of the medical profession, 
forward a few additi i which are at your dis- 
blicati 


ise 


en 
the Committee of Visitors, aided 
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element of scientific investigation, of which scepticism isthe | You may, perhaps, remember that in 1856 I pointed out, in 
life and breath, without alarming those who, being theologi- | the pages of your journal,* the antagonistic action of wourali 

: ; : Hence and strychnine—citing three ex ents to show that these 
cally: intersted, lock to os their have the power of neutralising the 
polemical character is acquired, which deters sober investi- | ots of each other, according as the one or the other poi 
poison 
gators from looking into some very important phenomena of | ig in excess. The conclusion { then drew from my experimente 
no small psychological interest. It must, however, be said | was, that wourali might be used as an antidote for strychnine. 
Since 1856 I have frequently repeated these experiments, and 

poreal phenomena ; and that nothing but good can come of the Se 
true interpretation of the symptoms observed. When we pub- Two yeare ago, through the kindness of Professor Varnell, of 
lished, lately, such a brief analysis of certain indications of | the Royal Veterinary College, I had the opportunity of trying 
hysteria and high mental excitement accompanying the move- 
ment, and declared with candour that such phenomena could 
not be protracted or repeatedly induced in the same individual 
without probably leading to insanity in the end, this assertion beneficial effects that I would have tried it on a boy labouring 
was one evidently without any other than medical and physical | under traumatic tetanus whom I shortly afterwards saw along 
significance. When, therefore, it was subjected to theological | with Dr. Madge, had the disease not yielded to other remedies. 

w 
at the hands of the profession. dou belie 
| dangerous poison, but in hands habituated to its use I believe 
rugs. 
GEORGE , M.D. 
Harley-street, Cavendish-equare, Sept. 1859. 
| 

nard in 1850, that the woorara poison is a direct sedative of the | 
motor nerves, undertook a series of experiments which clearly 
showed the antagonism between strychnine and woorara. 

Being appointed to the French Military Hospital at Turin 
during the late campaign, and seeing several cases of tetanus 
which had resisted opiates, ether, &c., M. Vella resolved to try 
woorara. The first trials were made upon two patients who 
had been suffering from tetanus for four and five days respec- 
tively, in consequence of gun-shot wounds. They were both in 
a semi-asphyxiated and desperate state. The woorara pro- 
duced a general relaxation of the muscular system, whereupon 

h died. The same 
third patient, who 
years old, tetanic 
grains of woorara were | the ent msanity, the : 
pn pte ee adapt the institution to the advances which have taken place 

with the solution were ied to the wound; the strength 
being ie ‘ je, and to involve a large outlay and a 
of water. For the first four days the compresses were renewed | Petiod of time. Many of the Visitors are, however, strongly 
every third hour; afterwards every fifth hour, up to the twelfth tae ant eras canta eee 
day, when the changes were reduced to three and two in the present 
ping Bog In twenty-two days the sent could medical superintendent, who has previously ve years suc- 

to France thirty-six . Notes of Three Lectures 
firet application of the woorara.” Art, * Notes of 
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cessfully managed one of our modern English county asylums 
of high repute; and it is confidently hoped that before long 
the West Riding Asylum will, in all respects, be in a condition 
capable of favourable comparison with any similar institution 
in the country. Independently of the internal structural alter- 
ations, new kitchens and domestic offices for a community of 
upwards of 1000 persons, and a new dining and recreation hall, 

ble of seating 600 persons, are being erected, as well as a 
new detached chapel, containing 700 sittings. 

For myself, my appointment as a Visiting Magistrate is of a 
com ively recent date, and I have always endeavoured, to 
the of my ability, to carry out and forward the wishes of 
the Commissioners in Lunacy. 

I am, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Park-square, Leeds, Sept. 1859. Henry Cuortey, M.R.C.S. 


THE CARMICHAEL PRIZE. 
(LETTER FROM DR. EDWARDS CRISP.) 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 


Str,—As the subject of the following letter is one that may 
interest some of your readers, and open the eyes of fature com- 
petitors for the Carmichael Prize, probably you will have no 
objection to give it a place in your columns, 

I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

King’s-parade, Chelsea, Sept. 1859. Epwarps Crisp, M.D. 


To the President and Council of the Royal College of Surgeons 
of Irdand. 

GenTLeMeN,— My attention has been directed to the follow- 
ing advertisement in the Dublin Medical Press :— 

** The Council having considered the special report made by 
the Committee appointed to examine the essays for the Car- 
michael prizes, it is resolved that no prize be awarded to any of 
the competitors.” 

As one of the candidates for this prize, my essay bearing the 
device of Cerberus with twenty limbs, upon which the price of 
the diplomas of the United Kingdom is inscribed, I beg to pro- 
test against the legality of the decision, and I do this with a 
hope that other candidates (assuming that there were more 
than two), whose essays may have been considered more worthy 
than my own, will also protest against these illegal proceedings. 

The substance of Mr. Carmichael’s will, dated pay! 
1849, is as follows:—‘‘ That the interest of £3000 shall 
| eta every four years to the two best essays on Medical Re- 

, to be adjudicated by the College Council. The first prize 
of £200, the second of £100, That 700 copies of each of the 
essays shall be published, and sent to the Cabinet Ministers, to 
the Privy Council, and to all the corporate bodies of the United 


But it is to the subjoined extract that I especially direct the 
attention of the Council :—‘‘ Should the Council not deem any 
of the essays worthy of a reward, they are at liberty to post- 
pone the grant of premium until the termination of the next four 
years, and at this iod the interest of the capital will be 
doubled ; the reward of the two best essays may also bedoubled-— 
£400 for the best, and £200 for the second best.” (The italics 
are mine.) It is weil known to the Council that the prizes were 
not awarded in 1854, and that according to the will the grant 
was ‘‘postponed” until 1859, and it was under this impression, 
I presunie, that all who competed for the prizes laboured. It 
is true that the Council were not sufficiently zealous in the 
cause of Medical Reform to carry out Mr. Carmichael’s sugges- 
tion, and on this occasion to make the prizes double, The will 
directs that the members of the Council are to decide upon the 
merits of the essays, and the delegation of this matter to a com- 
mittee is not only illegal, but under any circumstances highly 
objectionable, but especially so where politics are concern 

As the Council at large have not seen my essay, I trust I 
may be excused for alluding to some matters contained in it 
that especially concern the welfare of the profession and the 
blic good. I have shown by an analysis of the Irish Medical 
rectory for the present year, 1859, that there are 2011 medi- 
ol eee in Ireland, 156 of whom are thought to be un- 
qualified ; of the remaining 1825, there are 1408 with English 
and Scotch diplomas, 577 of the former, and 931 of the latter; 
that of the 1735 medical 
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161 who have made no return, only one has an Irish diploma, 
and this gentleman is Dr. Allman, an Irishman, the Professor 
of Natural History in the University of Edinburgh; that 
whilst in England the proportion of medical practitioners is 
about one to 1563 of the population, and in Scotland one to 
1665, in Ireland it amounts only to one in 3258. To use my 
own words in the essay, ‘‘ What a fearful state of things does this 
analysis disclose! Yo wonder that men’s lives are sacrificed (as 
in 1847*) during pestilence and famine when called upon to per- 
form treble labour. I ially commend the consideration of 
this subject to the Dublin College of Surgeons, the adjudicators 
of this prize !” 

In the same essay, to show the rottenness of our present sys- 
tem of medical government, I have made a comparison between 
the large sums of money, and the number of medical and sur- 
gical prizes, given by the French Government and by private 
individuals, and the paucity of rewards in our own =. 
In Scotland, not a single prize. In Ireland, the one prize ( 
most important in a scientific point of view) which I put down 
as a reality, I may now fairly assume to be a myth—an ignis 
fatuus, leading men into bogs and quagmires, to be demolished 
by hedge committees. In England, the only prize of gore! 
importance (the Astley Cooper), a triennial one, has at 
to it this damnatory declaration of the present system—** 
no person connected by blood, affinity, or marriage with any 
officer of Guy’s or St. Thomas’s Hospitals shall compete for it. 
The Swiney prize is scarcely to be named, as the donor was 
evidently of unsound mind; but the allusion to it will serve to 
show the danger and illegality of committees, The account is 
that of Dr. Alfred Taylor, then editor of the Medical Gazette 
(1849), and the last recipient of the prize. According to the 
will of Dr. Swiney, the prize was to be awarded to the author 
(not authors) of the best book on Jurispradence—the adjudi- 
cators to be the members of the Society of Arts and the fellows 
of the College of Physicians, with the wives of such of both as 
may be married. Notwithstanding this, the President of the 
College of Physicians was requested by the Society of Arts to 
ma three fellows of the College to act as adjudicators, with 
three members of the Society of Arts. The President, without 
consulting the members at large, appointed Dr. Monro the 
treasurer, Dr. F. Hawkins the registrar, and Dr. Nairne a 
censor, who gave the prize to the President and Mr. Font- 
blanque, the joint authors of a work, obsolete and nearly use- 
less. Surely the above has an especial bearing upon the ap- 
pointment of committees! 

But let me give a case that 
The adjudicators of the first Astley Cooper prize—the phy- 
sicians and surgeons of Guy’s Hospital—refused to award it; 
nor could it (as the story ) be obtained until the legal re- 
cipient, an Irishman, called to his assistance a Dublin lawyer, and 
pocketed the £300, This gentleman was probably not a member 
of your Committee. I could quote other instances to show that 
the Dublin College does not stand alone amongst the corporate 
and exclusive ies of this country in their disregard of law 
and justice; but one example will suffice. The physicians and 
surgeons of Guy’s Hospital, in 1853, gave the Astley Cooper 
prize, ‘‘ On the Structure and Use of the Spleen,” to Mr. Gray, 
contrary to an expressed injunction in the will of Sir A. Cooper 
that the omy should be original, and should not contain mat- 
ter previously published. Sxclosive of the illegality of the 
award, about which there cannot be a question, Mr. Gray’s 
essay, full of manifold and fundamental errors, was kept in the 
dark for twelve months—as | believe, to prevent legal proceed- 


in 
, ae call upon you to adjudicate the prize as directed by 
the will of Mr. Carmichael, and to carry out another provision 
of the will—namely, that the adjudicators shall consist of the 
Council at large, and not of a committee. 
I am, Gentlemen, your obedient s. Fv.nt, 
Epwarps Crisp, M.D. 


al Col sin 
Srr,—I am directed by the President and Council to inform 
you, in reply to your letter of the Sth ultimo, laid before them 
at their meeting held the Ist instant, that they cannot depart 
from the determination they have adopted. 
I have the honour to be, Sir, your obedient servant, 
J. Staynus Hvueuss, M.D., 
Edwards Crisp, Esq., M.D. Secretary to the Council. 
* According to the evidence of Mr. Cusack, given before the Fratenentey 
question 2982, 179 Irish medical practitioners died in t 


year (1847) of pestilence and famine, exclusive of pupils and army surgeons, 
and 644 per cent, of these died of fever. aa 
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ON MERCURY AS A CURATIVE AGENT. 
To the Editor of Tue Lancer. 

Sim,—I observe a letter in your journal of September 10th, 
from a correspondent who signs himself *‘ M.D.,” on the non- 
curative effects of mercury, The opinions of the writer upon 
this subject do not seem to me to be such as to require any 
notice in themselves; but it becomes a very different matter 


indeed when he proceeds to state as a fact that ** Professor | 


Syme never gives a particle of mercury in any form of disease, 
and this after thirty-six years’ practice :” a statement that I 
hesitate not to affirm to be not only untrue, but the very 
reverse of truth, Mr. Syme’s reputation is so high and wide, 
and has been won so fairly and honestly, as to render his opinion 
upon any matter co of very great weight with the pro- 
fession. I have the honour of knowing Mr. Syme for 
nearly twenty-seven years (a good part of the above-mentioned 
thirty-six years), five of which were spent in the unreserved 
intimacy of master and apprentice, and have seen his practice 
fully as closely as any individual ever could do. During the 
time of my apprenticeship I have seen him again and again 
ibe mercury in the treatment of iritis, Although per- 
footy certain that no change in his treatment had occurred 
since that time, to render my assurance doubly sure I turned 
to the fourth edition of his “* Elements of Surgery,” published 
in 1856, and at page 440 I found the following passage, which 
contains his ideas concerning the treatment of iritis :— 

‘In the treatment of iritis, the ordinary means of depletion 
are found to be insufficient for arresting the morbid process. 
The pain and fever may be thus diminished, but they are not 
removed ; and the effusion of lymph proceeds as if no attempt 
had been made to control the disease. The grand remedy for 
it is mercury, given so as to affect the system; and if this be 
done early, while the usual measures for subduing inflammatory 
action are at the same time employed, and there is no local 
irritation present, there is almost a certainty of affording 

y and effectual relief. It is well ascertained that the 
constitutional action of mercury is the most powerfal obstacle 
to effusion taking place, and exerts the strongest influence in 
promoting the absorption of lymph which has been thrown 
out.” 


Further on he remarks, that after the abstraction of blood, 
y and locally, and the bowels have been freely operated 


on, “two or three grains of calomel, with a quarter of a grain | 


of opium, are to be given three times a day, until the mouth is 
affected, when the quantity of the medicine may be diminished 
so a8 merely to keep up a moderate ptyalism.” 

Most assuredly, if words have meaning at all, Mr. Syme’s 
words bear that, in his opinion, mercury, pushed even to sali- 
vation, is the right, and the only right, treatment in iritis. 
Everyone who knows Mr. Syme, knows well he means what 
he says, and nomore. It is for your correspondent to reconcile 
the statement he has made, that for thirty-six years Mr. Syme 
has never used a particle of mercury, with the plain and un- 
equivocal words of Mr, Syme himself. Whether Mr. Syme is 
wrong or right in his opinion is another and a very different 

on; but most certainly he never can be claimed, as he is 

your correspondent, as one who does not, in certain cases, 
use mercury. To say that mercury has often caused mischief 
is, indeed, a very truism; it only means that medical men are 
fallible beings, but it does not and cannot in the slightest de- 

ee affect the question as to its proper use. of a 


is no nt against its use. 
“Tam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
Roxburghshire, Sept. 1859. Gipgon Gray. 


To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 

Sir,—In reply to “In Medio Veritas,” I am sorry to sa 
that those who have the largest practice amongst children rd 
Edinburgh still give mercury to cure syphilis; consequently, 
my experience of seeing infantile syphilis treated without mer- 
cury has not been great. In my own practice, however, I 
have treated a few cases without mercury, and with perfect 
‘ me to ask ** In Medio Veritas” tried 

cure infantile syphilis without mercury? I am py to 
say that syphilis in the adult is now largely and successfully 
without mercury, and why should not the infant also 
be cured without it ? severe cases of infantile syphilis, so 
far from thinking this disease is benefited by mercury, I believe 
it to be positively injurious. (See Professor Bennett’s work on 
** Clinical Medicine. ”) 


| superintendence of his two 


THE LATE SIR CHARLES BELL. 
To the Editor of Tux Lancet. 

Srr,—I have read in your journal of ember 10th your 
notice of M. Pichot’s life of the late Sir Charles Bell; and while 
I fully concur in the opinion you so well express regarding the 
value of the reminiscence of eminent men, you must excuse my 
differing from you as to the merit of M. Pichot’s memoir, 
which, although written apparently in the most flattering 
terms, so far as it refers to the early personal history of Sir Chas. 
Bell, is a tissue of absurdities, inconsistencies, and gross misre- 
presentations. My object in now addressing you is not to 
enter on a criticism of M. Pichot’s work, as I shall leave that 
for another occasion, but to request an explanation of the 
sage in your article, in which you refer to Sir Charles 
being in “‘ the position of a struggling lad in a cold and strange 
capital.” I am quite at a loss to understand the meaning of 
this as I am not aware of Sir Charles Bell ever having 
been in early life in any other capital than Edinburgh, where 
he was born of highly respectable parents; and although his 
father died when he was only six years of age, he had the in- 
estimable advantage of being carefully educated under the 
der brothers: Robert, the emi- 
nent conveyancer, and author of the “Dictionary of the Law 
of Scotland,” and other standard works; and John, the cele- 
brated surgeon. I cannot suppose your remarks apply to Edin- 
burgh, as at the period when Sir Charles Bell left it to go to 
London it could not be called “‘a strange capital,” as it was re- 
markable for eminent men in every department of science, bat 
more especially in medicine, and was frequented by men of 
talent from every quarter of the world. Yet this “struggling 
lad” had not only been one of the surgeons of the Royal Tafire 
mary, but had a class of ninety students. 

Yours, &c., 

Heriot-row, Edinburgh, Sept. 1959. 


THE VENOUS CIRCULATION. 
To the Editor of Tur Lancet. 


Str,—From a perusal of the letter of Mr. Nichols in Tax 
Lancet of Sept. 17th, p. 296, I am induced to offer a few 
remarks upon the circulation of the blood, more especially 
respecting the venous; and I wish to say that my remarks, 
like his, are only hypotheses for further consideration if con- 
sidered worthy of it. 

My impression is that neither the force of the heart’s action, 
the vis 4 tergo exercised by the arterial circulation through the 
capillaries, nor the lateral pressure (which Mr. Nichols 
poses to be exercised upon the veins by the pulsating artery in 
close proximity to them), have much influence in promotin 
the circulation in the veins, which I believe to be chielly effect 
through the agency of heat, which also exerts its influence upon 
the general circulation, both venous and arterial. I feel con- 
vinced that heat is the chief motive power in the circulation of 
the blood ; indeed, all the theories hitherto advanced as to the 
cause of the venous circulation are very unsatisfactory, and far 
from being convincing. 

With re to Mr, Nichols’s theory of lateral pressure 
having much propelling power, I think it open to great doubts, 
the principal of which is the general absence of venous pulsa- 
tion, which we should undoubtedly find if each arterial blood- 
wave caused material pressure upon the veins. Again, in the 
case of ligature of an artery, I am not aware of its exercisin 
any direct influence upon the circulation in the vein, but that 
its circulation goes on as usual upon the smaller arteries be- 
coming adapted to their extra labour. But I can easily under- 
stand that the powers above mentioned, together with mus- 
cular contractions, are aids, and, under extraordinary circum- 
stances (as in great exertions), perhaps material aids, to the 
circulation; but heat is the sine gud non—the all-important 
motive power. We are all aware of its power in the circen- 
lation of water in a system of pipes through buildings, for the 
purpose of warming them; and this is caused principally by 
the expanding effects of heat upon the water; and the same 
will apply to its effect upon the blood and capillary vessels, 
And this th will hold good whether the heat in animals is 
generated in the pulmonary or systemic capillaries, and still 
more if—“ as no doubt it is”—heat is generated more or less 
throughout the capillary system. The immediate effect of 
heat is the expansion of the materials of the blood, which must 
cause motion and displacement; and the pressure of the ex- 
panded blood upon the elastic vessels causes some resistance, 
which thus contributes to — 


I am, Sir, yours obediently, 

September, 1869. M.D., Essex. | 


Tue Lancer,] ON THE TREATMENT OF EPIDIDYMITIS.—OBSTINATE NEURALGIA. 1, 1859. 


and there it remains at its dut; to 
the vital fluid to its i 


the actions of expansion and rush of blood are simul- 
and the formation of a vacuum is prevented—an in- 
creased volume of blood, increased warmth, and, of course, 
motion or circulation of the i 


think I do so upon self- 


ON THE TREATMENT OF EPIDIDYMITIS. 
To the Editor of Tax Lancet. 


I cannot 
-concernin a uration of inflammatory acti 
jority of them, it would have been difficult, the i 
action having commenced and continued for various 
hard to ascertain, previous to admittance into i 
-one case, that of a private, whose attack 
the most acute of any that had i 
observation, the 


on of two ordinary-sized clenched 
3 the 
distinct, and presented a 
ropy to the view; thin also was at its climax, 
the coexistent Iumbar pain. From that time 
, and the man went out of 
re ee ving spent four days and one 
in 
reference to the ‘‘ idiopathic” cases of epididymitic con- 
, I can confidently depend upon the data furnished me 
in his He was a fine, 


mercury ointment, pei 


ON A CASE OF OBSTINATE NEURALGIA. 
To the Editor of Tuas 


i 


i ite. 
him to have the affecuion remo 
success ho 
various alteratives and tonics of the materia medica, 


DIPHTHERIA TREATED BY IRRIGATIONS 
WITH A SOLUTION OF COMMON SALT. 


To the Editor of Tae Lancet. 
i Lancet of A 


very in D 
of the mouth and throat. In fact, I have been usi 
lately suffering from a who is ¢ 
Lam, Sir, yours truly, 


Chartham, Canterbury, Sept. 1ss9. G. Setwyx Morris, M.D. 


direction to the circulation being given by the propalling force | remote, and the maxim, similia similis curantwr, apparently 
f -of the heart acting through the capillaries. And this I believe | confirmed. ; oe 
| tobe the principal use of the heart : its position is at the junc- I think that 
i cross roads testicle” continuin, usual employmen’ recov 
; bine to form its substance though the folle * viz., 1, equable compression 
Kk the end, faithfully guiding i pad te pm circulation of testis and appendages ; 
it is mainly to the stimulation of heat that the heart owes its incidents London 2, 
i ventricles auricles causing their sudden e ; accelerated circulation mesenteric, 
i ing ; causes ions; 5, diminution venous > 
reaction at and volume in the spermatic veins 6; derivation 
watching the capillary circulation through the microseope, | might explai cure 0 complaint; wou very 
some of the tubes may be seen to expand, and the discs in- Guastionsble if the surgeon would be justified in only: recom. 
if crease in size, this taking place, no doubt, in the anastomoses | mending bread, water, and vegetables or fruit (after 
in which the heat is generated; others are at the same time | the elastic bandage) as means of cure, merely on the 
7 -seen diminishing in size. The application of additional cover- 
P| ing, or direct heat to the skin, causes increased warmth in the | result, if even this apparently ‘*do-nothing” practice should 
a, Se the dilated and relaxed capillaries being speedily satisfy the patient’s mind. : 
with warm blood to fil] the vacuum formed; or, more regards wor 
: éric’s patients after use of strong 
at pateticism, and the use of “* brisk 
, Apologizing for intruding so much on your uable space, 
when I express my opimion that he Tam, Sir, your obedient servant, 
BY causing the circulation of the blood, I September, 1859. M.B.C.S. (Army.) 
evident grounds, and without attempting, by specious reason- 
4g ing, to reconcile cause and effect, Nutrition has been sug- 
qi iring into as is evi in 
Tam, Si, your chodien i Srm,—Amongst the large number of professional men who 
+t September, 1859. M.C. | read Tae Lancer, there may chance to be some acquainted 
with an obstinate and painfal form of nerve disease similar to 
jl Sm,—I acknowledge the oversight committed by me, and 
of to whom the treatment which I advocated in epididymitis | 
f is applicable, the large number of cases met with in general 
if — where the patient could not spare time, nor have pa- 
Al to pursue the ‘‘ preparatory treatment” mentioned in 
3 oe ae. That method, on the contrary, would either | 
: be certain in its results where the patient is under the eye | 
commend of ination) sttendant for the enforcement of | 
| its conditions, or in those cases where spare time is at the dis- | 
p posal of the invalid. 
m in the 
i the ma- 
| matory 
| periods, | 
| me to bligation wi conferred, i 
4 pate J report the treatment successfully pursued in any 
case, 
' inful when admitted into hospital, but the scrotal tumour I remain, Sir, esas Cm 
fad not reached its acme for thirty-six hours afterwards, when |, Sept. 1859. : A Sussex Surceron. 
a *.* Our correspondent is referred to a case im point in refer- 
q | ence to the subject of his inquiry, which we publish at p. 336 
} of the present number. 
Sm,—On 
a youth of eighteen; and on consulting me for a knotty, but | that M. mentions, in L’Union Médicale of July 26th, 
i painless, cahagemend f tn giten major of the left testis, | that he has saved his patients by the above treatment. This 
i stated that he was at a loss to account for the same, as it was | treatment is certainly not confined to M. Roche, inasmuch as I 
six weeks since, solus cum sola, reflex action had influenced | have been in the habit of using a solution of chloride of sodium 
5 the vesicula seminalis; and there was no hea, gleet, ally. with chlorate of potash internally, since the year 1853. 
Al nor other disease present, Lommel ections 
a seribed for my friend, ht a areas by his informing me | e solu- 
triumphantly, the next day, that he farmer, 
4 a repetition of his “‘ reflex action practice” of the six weeks pre- art dis- 
| vious, and that the only part of my prescription to whieh he | th very 
q had attended was to abstain from stimulant drinks. On exa- | 
a mination, I found the truth of his statement apparent. yd 


Tes Lancet,] 


A MEDICO-LEGAL CASE.—MEDICAL NEWS. 


A MEDICO-LEGAL CASE. 


in my opinion, 


pened of before the slightest im- 
was followed up by other appro- 
hours before he could 


Leacn, James, Shaw, near Oldham. 
Nowy, Jonny Rongrr, Bedford. 

Rion, GEORGE, Bath. 

Tuomrsox, Apranam, Gosforth, 

Trenp, Taxornitvs Bridgwater. 


The following gentlemen also, on the same day, passed their 
first examination :— 


Bisnor, Buntingford, Herts. 
Lysrer, Coaworra Epwarp, Liverpool. 


The 


Tuomas Francis, Strefford, Salop. 
Rovat or Pursiciays, — The 


Hoxovrs.—We have 


been passed by a jury on institu- 
a. for great neglec wsaneet-ef on unfortunate patient taken to the 
hospital suffering from a railway accident: a circumstance 
much to be regretted by the fri of this institution. 
Apmiratty, Satcrpay, Serr. 
—Surgeons Dr. William H to the Odin; Abernety Irwin 
to the Zncounter ; poked ungle to the Centaur; Gilbert L. 
. Horace H. Smith to the Eagle. 
John M. Hunter to the Odin; Frede- 
rick ‘Withers to the Encounter; James McJames to the 
Centaur ; Dr. James Johnstone to the Sphinx; Charles J. 
Fennell to the Blenheim; God 
Assist. 8 Alexander Mu 


Goodman to the Aboukir. 
hlan to the Beagle ; James 


y to the Renard; Dr. Thos. 
in to the Ringdove ; James 
C, to the Snake; J, W. S. Meiklejohn to the Royal 
Albert; William J. Shone, additional, to the Jm able ; 
Walter J. Bluett, additional, to the Hastings ; les R. 
Godfrey, additional, to the Britannia. 
have assembled at the Militia Depét, in Chesterfield, for 
training. Surgeon Newbold is the medical 


A Puarmacorotic Comprnation. —The 


[Ocroser 1, 1859. 
To the Editor of Tae Lawcer. 
Sm,—Having read in your j of the 10th September | 
a short letter with Mr. of 
Stalybridge, I have been induced to sen you the i 
a gentle- 
was intro- 
t in bed, 
the symp- | 
he went on favourably. | 
¥ present object in writing is to show unfairly medi- 
cal men are used when called to cases of attempted suicide, by 
withholding from them the facts of the case. The arena a 
my patient were present when I arrived, and yet Spine | 
stated (nor even during my subseqnent visits) that he was 
found suspended to the bed, life being almost extinct. 
pharmaciens 
pt of Ghent have come to an understanding amongst themselves 
: that no prescription, prepared for the second time, and by a 
. for than was originally demanded. On the prescription shall 
— be placed the stamp of the first pharmacien, with such signs 
ceeteddumelamaeataeaben ts sine, and | ‘This is a healthful tendency at fair dealing with each other, 
and a death blow to that professional bane—underselling one 
Thursday, September l5th, 1859. another. 
Cresswe.t, ALFrep, Ballarat, Australia. Tae at Wicx.—The “John o’ Groat Journal” 
° a says :—*“ There is no longer room for doubt that the disease of 
which covers] last week ond this is Aciatic che- 
lera. All the usual symptoms have been discovered. As is 
always the case when that disease is prevalent, there is at pre- 
sickness in the town. The certain 
cases of cholera have been about sixteen in number, of whom 
ten have died, four of these having been reported last week. 
Garton, Wititam, Spitalfields. fatal. Kilmster also (till ill) on Monday 
excitement in istrict. During week, a person 
a coset a a ana who had been seized with cholera was brought into the town 
Haxpsome Howorartum to tus Sritay’s Puyr- 
caught during a tour in his states, and De, Demtbeokery, che 
Burizr, Tuomas Marieson, Guildford. is well known at Paris, was obliged, under these circumstances, 
Scnoiiick, THomas James, New Bridge-street. Varions symptoms were 
(As an Assistant. ) observed in the course of the malady which rather alarmed 
the Court; but the illustrious patient finally recovered. On 
upon. It consists in presents being given to the Sultan's phy- 
by the imperial family and high the 
Turner, Him, Eng., end LSA. Lond, 1833, of ton the gravity of y 
Petworth ; Charles James Phillei Caratheod 
Cornwall Senior Surgeon Royal at between £12,000 and £16,000. 
sician, on this occasion, an estate comsiderable value. 
Kditor of L’ Union Médicale, who mentions the good fortune of 
subscribers of the Brompton, and Belgrave Dis- | our professional brother, adds, that in some countries, espe- 
ary. Soaneareee, held on the 8th September, Dr. 8. | cinily im China, the dark side of the picture is of no mean im- 
was Resident Medical Officer to that institution. When the crowned instead of recoveri 
College, = yok. the Onllage to death, as a punishment for not having prevented the 
ames Bracey appointed Medical Tutor 
Officer was appointed Resident Me- | During the meeting of the British Association for the Advance- 
William Broughton Deviey, tbe for the Blied, Tastitution for'the Desf and Dumb, and the 
Prostown, and of the medical and scientific societies, 
NS erent pleneure in were thrown open to the medical members of the Association. 
ating that, at a meeting of the council of the School of | A large number went round the wards of the Infirmary at the 
Medicine, the large silver medal was unanimously awarded to | daily hour of visit, accompanied by the medical officers A 
breakfast was given to the medical members and associates on. 
Hunter is Wontaineer Abies of the late John | the 20th ult. by the President of the Medico-Chirurgical. 
Hunter in Westminster 


Tur Lancer,) 


MEDICAL NEWS. 


Unqvatierep Mepicat Practice 1x THE Porreriss. 
—A Late Case.—Ricuarp Baker Bettyse v. JAMES OLD- 
¥FIELD.—Mr. Webb for the 
nominal plaintiff in this case is a surgeon, practising at 5 
but the Le plaintiff is George Brown, an unregistered practi- 
tioner of the same place. The action was brought to recover 
the sum of £2 19s. 6d., balance of an account of £4, for medi- 
cine and attendance.—Mr. Brown stated that he acted on be- 
half of Mr. Bellyse, and attended the defendant himself. He 
also handed to his Honour a testimonial from Mr. Bellyse, 
stating that he considered Mr. Brown fully competent to take 
any medical or surgical case, and authorizing him to make use 
of his name.—Mr. Ward said the case was brought before the 
Court on the 14th of June last, so that this was the second 
hearing. —In answer to his Honour, Mr. Brown said that he had 
not passed the College of Surgeons.—His Honour then said 
that it was in direct opposition to the law, which said that no 
one should practise who was not registered. It seemed that 
Mr. Bellyse was a regular itioner, and that Mr. Brown 
had been practising in his name. He thought Mr. Bellyse 
should be cautioned that it was not a regular proceeding, and 
told him that allowing an unqualified person to practise in his 
name was very much like committing a fraud against the Act 
of Parliament.—The plaintiff was nousuited, with costs. 


Creyrrat Mepicat Association or Scortann. — The 
annual meeting of this Association was held on the 6th ult., in 
the Royal Hotel, Stirling. The following gentlemen were the 
office-bearers appointed the year 1859-69 :— President: Dr, 
Duncanson, Alloa.— Vic2-President: Dr. Myrtle, Falkirk.— 
Secretary and Treasurcr: Dr. Gibson, Stirling. —Committee: 
Messrs. Forrest and Beath, Stirling; Renwick and Brotherston, 
Alloa. The members dined together at the hotel after the 
business of the meeting was over. 


Bartisn Association, ABERDEEN.—Amongst themany 
interesting papers read before the sub-section in Physiology, 
were the following :—On the Structure of the Nerve-Tubes, by 
Professor Bennett; on the Admixture of Nervous and Muscular 
Fibres in the Nerves of the Leech, by Dr, Redfern; on the 

air of Tendons after their Subcutaneous Division, by Mr. 
B. E. Brodhurst; on the Beat of the Snail’s Heart, by Mr. 
Foster; Lactation in an unimpregnated Female of Canis Fami- 
Haris, by Dr. Adamson; Handwriting and Drawing of the 

ne, by Prof. Laycock; on the Origin of Morbid Growths, 
‘by Prof. Bennett; an Inquiry into the Action of Alcohol on the 
Nervous System, by Dr. Marcet; on the Organs of the Senses, 
and on the Mental Perceptive Faculties, by Mr. Nourse; on 
the Specific, Chemical, and Microscopical Phenomena of Gouty 
Inflammation, by Dr. Garrod; on the supposed Distinction be- 
tween Sensory and Motor Nerves, and a Demonstration of the 
Muscular Sense, by Mr. G. H. Lewes; on the Structure and 
Mode of Formation of Starch Granules, according to the Prin- 
ciple of Molecular Coalescence, by Mr. George Rainey; on the 
Sequence in the Phenomena observed in Man under the In- 
fluence of Alcohol, by Dr. Edward Smith; and_ on certain im- 
oot. recognised Functions of the Optic Thalami, by Dr. 

ps. 


Potsontxc with Acrtate or Morrnine.— The 
Gazette des Hépitaux, of the 13th ultimo, mentions a case taken 
from the Union Médicale de la Gironde, in which a young 
pharmacien of Bordeaux took, in a wafer, fifteen grains of ace- 
‘tate of morphine, soon after dinner, with suicidal intentions. 
He walked home, a quarter of an hour afterwards, perfectly 
calm; but in a short time fell, as if thunderstruck, amidst the 

ple with whom he lodged. Some time elapsed before Dr. 
Riiviat arrived, two hours having expired since the morphine 
had been taken. The young man was lying on a mattrass 
— ou the ground, quite insensible, the teeth clenched, the 
bs relaxed, the eyes staring and unaffected by light, the 
face fiushed, pulse fail and somewhat quick. Dr. Salviat, not 
knowing the cause of this state of things, diagnosed cerebral 
congestion, and bled the patient from the arm. Whilst the 
- blood was flowing, the patient opened his eyes, and seemed to 
recover his senses. He was then asked about the cause of the 
symptoms, and answered that he had taken fifteen grains of 
acetate of morphine. An attempt was now made to adminis- 
ter a large dose of tartar emetic, but this was found imprace- 
_ticable, as he relapsed int» complete insensibility, with the 
. teeth firmly clenched,. Tb> heated steel knob was now used 
over the epigastrium and abdomen, but to no avail, and the 
medical attendant went away despuiring of his patient, leaving, 
however, directions that the solution of four grains of tartar 
emetic should be given if aaa recovered sufficiently, (We 


1, 1859, 


wonder that flagellation, or forced movements, were not resorted 
to before the doctor left.) Towards four o'clock in the morni 
the young man 

and afterw 


morphine in the matters ejected from the stomach. The egesta 
were, however, unfortunately not kept. A second emetic was 
given, as the vomiting had not been very copious the first time, 
and a strong solution of tannin was administered after the 


after the coma was over, all thesymptoms mentioned in medico- 
legal works as resulting from poisoning with morphine, except 
contraction of the pupils. No doubt remained as to the dose 
and the quality of the morphine, as the young man had pre- 
pared it himself in a wholesale house, where he had been em- 
ployed at Paris, Dr. Salviat thinks that this recovery, after 
so enormous a dose of morphine, is to be attributed to the salt 
having been taken soon after a meal, and wrapped in a wafer. 
Some of it had probably been absorbed, and rest mixed 
with the food. As digestion was suspended by the coma, it is 
likely that the greater part was not absorbed, and that it was 
afterwards rejected with the vomited matters, the patient 
having tasted the morphine when throwing it up. 

Retative Action or Vartovsty-suaprp 
—M. Legouest, one of the chief surgeons of the French army, 
and who served in the late Italian campaign, presented, a short 
time ago, to the Surgical Society of Paris, an Austrian bullet. 
It is of cylindrico-oval shape, whilst the French bullets are 
simply grooved, so that they may be less liable to turn over, as 
the centre of gravity lies forward. The Austrian bullets acquire 
the properties Py two and deep grooves, placed 
posteriorly, the weight of which posterior portion is thus con- 
siderably iminishes, It should, moreover, be noticed that a 
bullet which travels with its point forward is more certain to 
reach the aim, and, surgically speaking, penetrates much better. 
M. Larrey remarked, on this occasion, that wounds made with 
cylindrico-conical bullets are more serious than those made by 
round ones. The French bullets, which are of greater bulk, 
travel slower, but cause more dangerous wounds, Cylindrico- 
conical balls have a great tendency to lose their shape when 
they find resistance. 


Casz or TETANUS TREATED IN Paris py THRE WooraRa 
Porson,—The patient, a robust man, was attacked by tetanus 
after a contused wound in the scapular region, and fracture of 
the bone. He was admitted in the Charité Hospital, under 
the care of M. Manec, whose house-surgeon, when tetanus oc- 
eurred, thought of woorara, which has been successfully em- 

yed by M. Vella, of Turin, (see Tue Lancer of Sept. 17th.) 

. Vulpian was requested to superintend the use of the 
woorara, which was injected into cellular tissue, in soln- 
tion, each injection being of the value of about a tenth of a 
grain of woorara, Later injections contained as much as half 
a grain of the poison, and one, finally, as much as a whole 
grain. No particular effect was produced ; the spasmodic at- 
tacks increased in number and severity, and the patient died 
eight hours after the use of the woorara, 


Tae Worxtye or Mepicat Lecistation my France, 
—A pharmacien of Paris has had the idea of combining prac- 
tice with compounding, and thought of having thorouw 
evaded the law (which is very stringent in France) by the fol- 
lowing contrivance:—He en a doctor of medicine to come 
and prescribe at his shop, and was gar oe present at the 
consultations, acting as secretary, and writing down the pre- 
scriptious, which were immediately made up by the assistant. 
This manceuvre having come to the knowledge of the autho- 
rities, the pharmacien was tried before a lower court, and fined 
£40. This is the very maximum of the fine, and the verdict 
shows that the court considered the delinquent had been acting 
as, and usurping the title of, a doctor of medicine. 


Hematic Capsvtes.—M. Foy, a talented pharmacien 
of Paris, proposes to give to chlorotic, weak, or convalescent 
patients, capsules containing extract made from the blood of 
the calf, sheep, or ox. The ion of these capsules is 
extremely simple; no desiccation, trituration, or pulverizatiou 
is required, e blood is simply to be evaporated in vacuo, 
and to the extract a certain quantity of ec at of soda is 
to be added to assist the gastro-intestinal solubility of the soli- 


dified fibrine, The proportions are extract of arterial blood 


| 
1 | 
| 

) | by Dr. Salviat’s desire. At seven in the morning the latter 
returned to his eet, and found him better, though the coma 
was still complete. Questions were, however, pretty well 
« answered, and the poor fellow stated that he had tasted the 
| 
| 
| 
if vomiting had ceased. The patient recovered perfectly, thirty- 
| six hours after the ingestion of the morphine, and presented, : 
| 
i 
q 
ily 
| 
a 
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MEDICAL NEWS.—OBITUARY. 


of frou five to ten ‘Bach 
very minute 


beginning with those 


Cotcmester Camp has been inspected by Mr. Alexander, 
C.B., Director of the Medical t of the Army, who 
xyes himself satisfied with arrangements which had 


another fine lake, some twenty or thirty miles broad, and 
or sixty miles long, in Central Africa. 

Detication or THe Common CanoTrp ARTERY IN 
Parts —A man twenty-five years of age was admitted into 
the Lariboissitre Hospital under M. Chassaignac, some time 
rior wall of the pharynx. This was thought to be an abscess, 
and punc red no pus issued, but a second puncture caused 
the sing of horid blood, which continued to flow 
tent as to place the life of the patient in 
of the carotid diminished the hroorage, ba 
it. M. Chassaignac 
vessel. Although greatest care was 

geal twig, complete 


to such an 
Com 

did not com 


vessel. Up to the of the 
been operated upon on the 26th, was doing well. 

A Usrrvn sur Unxxown Jovrnat. — Whilst Dr. 
Cerise, a physician practising in Paris, was visiting the asylum 
of Palermo, whither the insane of the whole of Sicily are sent, 

blished since 1853, under the title of “‘ Il 
nale male Baychiatrico della R. Casa dei matti di Palermo,” which 


kno ological Society 
Togiquee.” 


Heatta or Loxpox purine THE WEEK ENDING 
Sarurpay, ray 247H.—At the close of the period in which 
summer prevalent and fatal, the weekly returns of 
mortality wear ne more favourable aspect, and the deaths have 
declined to the point from which they rose at the end of June. 
The total number in London in the week that ended last Satur- 


for last week are less than the number which the average 

of mortality in the third week of September in the ten years 

1849-58 would have produced. decrease in fatal cases of 

diarrhea is shown by the numbers of the last three weeks, 
Of those returned as cholera or 


5 


hd 


pain| ren, 
census of 1851, there were in London 


DR. ALISON, OF EDINBURGH. 

Ir is our melancholy duty to chronicle the demise of one who 
combined in his person the eminent physician, the earnest phi- 
losopher, the unwearied philanthropist, and the sincere Chris- 
tian; of one who, respected and beloved by all classes, was in | read 


ists 


ysic in the University. He 
thenceforward, with the ex 
travelling on the Continent 
tionary war, he continued to exercise the duties of his poe een 
anxious, and responsible profession in Edinburgh, both as a 
teacher and as a conptihicnees whilst health remained. Asa 
dispensary physician he had large opportunities of pyr J 
amongst the poor, to whom his time and services, and also 
means, were ever cheerfully and liberally devoted. 

When but ctr: ‘man he assisted his uncle, Dr. Gregory, 
in the delivery of course of lectures on - Practice of 
Physic. In 1520 he was appointed Professor of Medical Juris- 
prudence in the University. This chair, however, he held only 
two years, when he was appointed colleague and successor to 
Dr. Andrew Professor of the Institutes of Me- 

of the course, at the same 
professors. On the death of 
he became a Professor of the Institutes of Medi- 


ology, and therapeutics, 
afterwards 


pars was 
in 1831. After 


gave 
time acting as one Me th the nef 

prehending 

cine, com 

The substance of his peak jogical 
lished in the form of ‘*‘ Outlines of Ph be ene 

filling this chair for some years, on the of Practice of 
Physic becoming vacant, Dr. Alison was by universal consent 
pointed to as the man best qualified wail i, accordingly, it 
was offered to him, spontaneously and unanimously, by the 
Town Council of Edinburgh. 

His practice us a physician continued steadily to increase, so 
that his time was sore valuable; yet he did not 
abate in his attention to the sick poor: fatigue, money, time, 
pe were as nothing to him in com with the following the 


years ago, when in the full vigour of his intelleoe, and appa- 
rently strong in body—having attained the highest honours of 
his profession, and, in consequence of the d of Drs. Aber- 
crombie and Davidson, left in ion of the lucrative field 

ting practice almost without a rival—that Dr. Alison 
whilst visiting the wards of the Infirmary, was suddenly and 
unexpectedly, without warning of any kind, struck down by 
that terrible > epilepsy. Ever since ‘then, at longer or 
shorter intervals and in greater or less oe these attacks 

y stron 


in to continue his 

his lectures, and his literary labours; but latterly he 

retired altogether from practice, and in 1855 he gave up his 
ee. after having filled it and other p ps in 

the University of Edinburgh during a wih. of thirty-five 


years. 
Since 1855 Dr. Alison has gradually withdrawn from public 
ife, but he was able, only last year, to preside over the meeting 
the British Medical Association in Edinburgh, and the un- 
respect and love with which he 
e effort was too for his im- 
_— ; certainly since that period his health has 
eclined in an increased ratio, Ever and anon attacks of his 
and rsuits, but in the intervals he 
a and the lighter works 


({Ocroner 1, 1959, 
| an especial manner entitled to the appellation of the ‘‘ Friend 
.” Dr. Alison has departed from amongst us. He 
house, Woodville, near Colinton, on the afternoon 
, Sept, 22nd. Born in 1790, Dr. Alison at his 
ached the boundary of the three score years and 
ther was the Rev. Archibald Alison, the eloquent 
the highly esteemed author of the “ Essay on 
‘or centuries adorned the annals of Scotland with a 
of names celebrated alike in science and literature. 
i historian of Europe, Sir Archi- 
. Alison’s early predilection was for a military life. In 
deference to the urgent wishes of his father, however, he aban- 
| doned his intention of entering the army; but through life he 
| continued to take a deep interest in everything pertaining to 
| military affairs. He entered on the study of the medical pro- 
fession under most favourable auspices—his uncle, the cele- 
| brated Dr. James Gregory, holding then the highest rank as a 
| physician in Edinburgh, and occupying the chair of Practice of 
day was 1058. If the deaths from cholera in the corresponding | 
weeks of the two years 1849 and 1854 are excluded from the | 
calculation, it will be found that the total deaths as returned | 
| overtaxing even his great strength. Excepting an attack of 
| fever, caught in the exercise of his profession, and an inflam- 
| matory attack at an earlier period, = had enjoyed excellent 
health. But it was presuming too far on this rich blessing to 
choleraic diarrhea, last week gives only 3, and 
to infants. Scarlatina, which destroyed 83 
much, but chiefly in the east districts: § deat 
recorded in St. Leonard, Shoreditch; 5 in St. P: 
in-the-East; 5 im Islington West. Small-pox 
week in 23 cases, syphilis in poy tremens 
perance in 4. 5 monagenarians died, all women, the 
whom was ninety-six years, and died at the Fem 
houses, Whitechapel. Of bricklayers, 3 died last 
bricklayers’ children, 7. Of carpenters, 6 died 
pain 
—~ ntil at length it has succumbed under repeated shocks. 
mber of years after his first seizure Dr. Alison was 
23,453 carpenters, 15,369 painters, and 
Last week, the births of 886 boys 
children, were registered in London. I 
weeks of the years 1849-58 the average 
| 
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of the day, and wrote a 
a of activity, it 


would fill a column to enumerate them. ——— 

remarkable were his essays on the ‘‘ Contagion ae one 
on “ Vital Affinity,” he Managem 
of the Poor in gin the 


deal—for even then, as in former 
t be said of him, “‘ nulla dies sine 


=. tary tardy, the of of 
w 


t measure, 
vexed question of medical reform. He advocated strongly the 


, and to these he 
he was a 


Solar m,” ‘*The Plan 
tem,” “The Planet Neptune,” and the “Cyclopedia of the 
Ph —were all written with great 
an Prior to his death, he was em joyed on a new 


edition of the * Physical Sciences,” to be 
R. Griffin and Co., of and 


and philosophical inv: 


necessity of a liberal general education as the best training of | putation scarcely less b: i 
the mind for onal studies, and as the best means of | professorship. ee peti | , y on his favourite 
elevating the profession which he himself so adorned; and he | science, Dr. Nichol pars uayee for the clearness and 
happily lived to see, in the passing of the Medical Act, the beauty of his style, and the interest with which he never failed 
dawning of a new and brighter day for the science and art of | to invest his theme. Se ee are 
medicine. and kind. Dr, Nichol was twice married, and by his first 

Dr. Alison married his cousin, a daughter of the celebrated | had a son and , both of whom, with his second wife, 
Dr. James Gregory, whose death ed his own by many | survive him.—W British Mail. 
years; and he no family. The following graphic summary 
of his character we extract from the Scotsman :— 

t he was ruled more by eart the head. Birth md Deaths. 
The desire of fame, so powerful with most men, was with him 5, arTTAgeS, t 
an subordinate ; even the love of science, though —— 

, was rarely the ruling motive, His life was one of per- BIRTHS. 


peta "devotion to small duties; and it was characteristic of 
man that the least of these invariably monopolized his at- 
tention for the time as completely as if he had been e in 
the most brilliant discoveries or in the doing of work that was 
crowded ing, a r neglected or t one 
ish to an ax, moved his sympathies far than the 
gest sraiieation of science told upon his convictions. Yet 
his intellectual tendencies were undoubtedly towards abstract 
trath, and he was lly fond of investigating the meta- 
physical principles which lie at the root of physiology. Hence 
that remarkable plier dt of philosophic instinct with love 
of tical detail which made Dr. Alison at once the earnest 
t and the hard-working practitioner of medicine. In 
both characters he excelled most men of his time; indeed, the 
amount of labour he voluntarily imposed on himself was enor- 
mous, and nothing but the most indomitable perseverance could 
have enabled him to maintain as he did, in the midst of his 
endless round of daily duties, that firm grasp of the princi 
of medical science that characterized his prelections to the 
The influence which he exercised over his own profession and 
over his pupils was the more remarkable that it was quite 
unconsciously exercised. No man was less alive to his own 
or willie: where no princi 
to be at stake. Yet, where a good work was to 
done, or a carefully considered opinion to be maintained, Dr, 
Alison’s tenacity of usually overcame all resistance; 
and everyone readily yielded to the enthusiasm of a man who 
put his whole heart Tato whatever he did, and who, when he 
put his hand to the plough, never looked back.” 


PROFESSOR NICHOL, 


dition was such as to induce his friends to advise his removal 
illness assumed a more alarm- 
aspect, and from that day he continued ually to sink 
tl the at afternoon of Monday, expired from con 
Professor Nichol was a native of Brechi 
where he was born on the 13th of January, 1804. 
After soquiting the ordinary rudiments of education, he entered 
King’s C , Aberdeen, where, as a student of ma: 
he greatly himself. He was subsequently em- 
ployel ara teacher in filled the efter of 
tor of Montrose Academy. Having originally been intended 
for the Church, he went through a course of theological train- 
but literature and more attractive than 


On the 19th ult, the wife of A. Haviland, Eaq., M.R.C.S., 


, Somerset, of 
On the S2nd ult, the wife of John Dan, Brown, M.D. of 
, of a son. 


MARRIAGES, 


son of W. E. Owen, of Somerset House, to 


d tor ob M.D., of Harley Harley place. 
On the 20th ult., at Holy — Bungay, James William- 
M.D., A.D., of London, to Emme, 
N. ai, at of Bungay, 8 
On the 20th = Trinity, Charles 
to Ellen, second 
Yarmouth. 
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8 y devoted himself. In 1836, “= 
} | Glasgow University. His various works—‘ The Architecture a 
| wor 
| 
4 published by Messrs. TUE 
gow. He was also en- 
| gaged on the new ‘‘ Cyclopwdia of Univ Biography,” now 
| in course of publication by Mr. William Mackenzie, of Glas- 
gow. In the “ Cyclopedia of Biography,” published about 
pe ve years ago by Messrs, R. Griffin Co,, the principal WE! 
if trusted to Professor Nichol. In the domain of moral science 
if lestigation, Dr. Nichol has achieved a re- 
{ = 
SAT 
| M.D., F.R.C.S.E., of Queen-street, Edinburgh, to 
| 
| 
q DEATHS. 
S| On the 2nd of July, at Moultan, Mary Ann, the wife of 
B Vere Webb, Esq., Surgeon of H.M. 46th Regiment, and second 
hi | daughter of Dr. Hunter, of Margate. 
q Ranken, relict of the late Dr. Geo. Ranken, of the Bengal 
i" dical Service, aged 85. 
J TERMS FOR ADVERTISING IN THE LANCET. 
For 7 lines and under 4 Por ball 0 
WE have to the ¢ of John Pringle | For every additional line...... 0 61 Por a page 5 O 0 
ir || Nichol, LL.D., Professor of Astronomy in the University of | Advertisements which are intended to appear in Tx Lawcet of any parti- 
ii cular week, should be delivered at the Office not later than on Wednesday in 
that week. 
q 
| 
| 
Office, 
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Roya. Fare 2 
MONDAY, Ocroszr 3... Paus Hosrrra.. — 
P.M. 


Hosprrat.—Operations, 124 
Sr. Maxy’s Hosrrrau.—Operations, | 
University Cottzers Hosrrrar. — 


xpox.—S8 P.M. 
Dr. Graily Hewitt, aang Pd the Hydatidiform or 
‘esicular Mole : its Nature and Mode of Origin.” 


1 
Great Cross.— 
FRIDAY, Ocropzs 7 Hosrrtat, — Opera- 


Sr. | 
Kine's Counes P.M, 
Hosrrrat.—Operations, 2 


Gs Correspondents. 


Tax communication of 4 Surgeon (Potteries) has been referred to Dr. Ladd, 
the Honorary Secretary of the London Medical Registration Association. 
Both the Association and its Secretary have, as we have before stated, plenty 
of work on their bands, and cannot prosecute in all quarters at onee ; but 
their will is good to root out quackery everywhere, first or last, if amply 
strengthened by funds. The proposition of “ A Surgeon” to subscribe £1 1s. 
is liberal, and if followed by all the qualified practitioners throughout the 
land, a fund would soon be raised competent to effect a great amount of 
good. Let “A Surgeon” unite with him his medical breth:er in the locality 
where he resides, to join in the payment of the expenses of 2 prosecution of 
a notorious quack; then let him inform the Secretary of the London Medi- 
cal Registration Association that such has been done, and we have no doubt 
that the Association will instruct its legal advisers at once to institute means 
to rid the locality of the impostor. The powers of the Act appear to extend 
to unqualified medical assistants. 

Query.—The Medical Council have as yet taken no steps with respect to this 
matter. The better course to pursue, therefore, is to receive the certificate 
of death, if the qualifications of the writer are stated. If he falsely assume 
any legal title, he would be liable to prosecution. 

The Rev. H. G. Ellacombe.—The request shall be attended to. 

Old Army Surgeon.—If our correspondent had read Tax Lawcer attentively, 
he would have discovered that he has little ground for his complaint. We 
have always advocated the interests of that section of the profession to which 
he belongs. We have no recollection of receiving the article to which he 


Mr. Robertson will perceive that his request has received due attention, and 
that a six months’ course of instroction in clinical medicine is mentioned in 
our Students’ Number (p. 319), as required on the part of candidates for the 
diploma of the Royal College of Surgeons of Edinburgh. 


Treatment or Sorz-Taroat. 
Laycet. 


ounees of water, I have since readin < letter more than once ed by ex- 
Cat corres and that uires the 
to be proper! the only conclusion I can 


RCE 

arrive at is, that “M. = ge and L.M.” must have but little experience 

in I am afler being so careful to 
Te- 


also surprised that he should, 
allude to the decomy 


for their 
I Sir, yours obediently, 
Sepiember, 1859, C, Swasx Sauirs, M.R.CS, 
To the Editor of Tax Lancer. 
Sre,—Your “M.R.CS.E. and L.M.” writes, in one 


his letter :—“ Allow me also to inform Mr. Smith that two drachms 

as I have for many years succeeded in getting a very nice solution 

of of potash in of water, without 
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M.D. and M.R.C.S.E., (Jersey.)—It is a well-known fact that medical men, 
especially British subjects, practise very freely in Italy. Niece contains a 
great many practitioners from various parts of the Continent and Great 
Brita’n, and we are not aware that in that city, more than in any other part 
of Italy, medical men are subjected to an examination. To make sure of the 
matter, we sent to the Sardinian Embassy, where the person in attendance 
was as ignorant of the subject in question as he was of the common civilities 
of life. 

Critic.—Yes, after a short time. 

Dubitans.—The Medical Witnesses Act (16 and 17 Wm. IV., cap. 89, clause 5) 
does not apply to patients dying owt of the hospital. 

Alpha, (Liverpool.)—He could not do so according to the strict letter of the 
law. 

Anti-Humbug calls our attention to the following advertisement, which he 
thinks is not creditable to the advertiser :— 

“We understand that Mr. Jacob, surgeon (of this parish), after having 
resided more than twenty years in the Goswell-road, removing to 
393, City-road, Islington. we shall lose him as'a parishioner, though 
retaining him as a neighbour. 


Studense (Edinburgh) will find an answer to his question in the present numb«r 
of Taz Laycer. 

M_D., (Southampton.)—The qualifications and position of Mr. Charles James 
Mellor are surely sufficient guarantees of his respectability, and render his 
circulars, not only unnecessary, but offensive, 


Alpha, (Tredegar.)—1. Gardner, Oxford-street, or Moxon, Southampton- row. 
—2. Gregory's Handbook of Chemistry. 
L.R.C.P.E. would act with perfect propriety in assuming the title. 


Tas Meprcat Covncit axp raz Puysicians. 


To the Bditor of Tux Lancer. 
S1x,—* That the General Medical Council is of opinion that for the future 
should be given by am 
t examination.” he opinion expressed by the 
the Sth et hat 
lam to see through your valuable journal that there are others, 2s well 
as royself, who view that resolution as a to those gentlemen 


great injustice to 
now holding an English diploma in medicine; and I think, with “A on 
and Apothecary,” that the Council in this matter have not behaved to 
brethren with their characteristic justice and ay. I trust, 
, that you will aid us with your powerful pen in indicati — 
m such a resolution to those So the double qualification. 


accruing 
For your information I will but mention my own case. I am a licentiate of 
the burgh College of Surgeons, a licentiake of the Apothecaries’ Hall, and 


have passed two examinations at the Naval Board (namely, that of assistan’- 
oe and surgeon, having served in the Navy some years), making in all 
potyee t examinations in the theory and practice of medicine. Holding 
ifications, I notified my intention to the Edinburgh of 

peed, of applying tor their licence prior to the opinion expressed by th 
dical Council on this subject. Iiness, however, prevented my falling 
determination; and, oo a recent application being made, Dr. Haldane tells me 
he regrets that the late resolution of the Council compeis them ao oases, Se 
= of all didates (not graduates) for an examination in the practice 


Now, Sir, ‘what a farce ! I, who am engaged in select practice, and have 
many militia regimental duties to attend to (being surgeon to a militia regi- 
ment), by that resolution am compelled to seek leave, be absent from home 
some days, neglect my practice, and incur much extra expense, mere’y to say 
that I have been examined by the rr, College of Physicians in the 
practice of medicine, which wp r, (I think you will agree with me,) 
of those hese successfully undergone so many 


I feel sure I but echo the sentiments of many distinguished 
profession when I solicit your aid in behalf of our cause. 1 do not wish parti- 
cularly to oon my own case for exemption to the resolution of the Council 

more than others ; for there are many similarly situated to myself who view 
that resolution as an insult to the examining and licensing Boards of Great 
Britain and Ireland, as wel! as to the licentiates of those Boards. 

There is little doubt that the decision of the Council originated in the | 
of envy with which the straightforward and liberal conduct of the Edin: 
College, in raising the status of the profession, has been for some time viewed 


by that of 
Sir, you will promote a simple act of justice, 


London. 
and advocate the revision of the late order of the Council in favour of those 
gentlemen who the 


tion. I Sir, obedient 
September, 1859. 

A Registered Practitioner, (Wiltshire.)—If the order was given for the Register 
previous to the reduction in its price by the Medical Council, there is no re- 
dress. Our correspondent, however, will be entitled to a copy of the work 
for 1860 gratis, 

The Smethurst Case,—We have received so many communications on this case, 
that we could not publish a tithe of them. The facts are now sufficiently 
before the profession. 

Mr. H. B. C. Hillier (Andover) must be strangely ignorant of the rights and 
duties of a medical journalist if he conceives that we have infringed them 
by calling the attention of the profession to his mode of seeking for noto- 


W.M.C.—The demand has not been so urgent of late, but there are still 
vacancies, 


W. M.—Not certain, but probable. 
Mr. Tuaon will perceive that we have inserted a portion of his notice in the 
body of this journal, The remainder is an advertisement. 
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2 Pm. 
WEDNESDAY, Ocr. 5... Osruerzpic Hosrrrat. — Operations, 2 
. Grorer’s Hosrrrat.—Operations, 1 
Lowpon HosritaL. — 
| | 
| 
f 
0 
f 
d 
alludes. 
| 
i 
and L.M.,” stating that he not only doubts the efficacy of the formala for the 
mixture that I have adopted in the treatment of diphtheritic sore-throat, but | 
also plumply denies the solubility of two drachms of chlorate of potash ip si 
riety. 
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Mr. V. Hutchinson, (Bishop Auckland.)—The case of Handey versus Henson, 
of the learned lord has been decisive on all subsequent trials. It esta- 


of Ferguson, West Smithfield. 

Nor By application to Dr. Carpenter, Burlington House, Piceadilly.— 
2. We think it would be deemed sufficient. 

Studens.—The regulation will not affect stadents who commence their “ pro- 
fessional study” previous to September, 1861. 

A Young Ignoramus, (Dover.)\—The commencement of “professional study” 
would date from the entrance of the student to some recognised medical 
school. Particulars respecting the matriculation may be obtained of the 
Secretary, University of London, Burlington House, Piccadilly. 

A Registrar of Deaths.—i. No.—2. Yes. 

One who has lost his Situation in consequence.—Some injustice may be inflicted 
by the system on individuals; but it is difficult to determine how to re- 
medy it. 

next week. 

W. H. M.—B. is entitled to the entire fee. As the patient had not been pre- 
viously attended by A., he should not have interfered in the case. 


Tar Loxpow or Prystctaws 


modifications to it. 

I should scarcely think it was intended to exclude Army, Navy, or Poor law 

‘medical officers from its portals. I wish to be clearly understood. 

that medical gen not to make a charge fr pa at anytime; 
their own 


corporation. 
I am very much pleased to find that the Edinburgh 
and the voice of reason and justice—has 
‘ore 


College, and that is, ny a de will the examined 
from those who now wear 


Studens, Skey’s or Erichsen’s Practical Surgery.—2. Gregory's 
Chemistry.—3. Pereira’s Materia Medica.—4. Watson's Practice of Physic.— 


state of our columns will allow. 

Mr. William Row, (Homerton.)—Nothing is more difficult than to determine 
the mode by which such a system of quackery should be opposed by legi- 
timate practitioners. 

Dr. W. G. Coombs.—We have seen no announcement of “the new disinfeet- 
ing agent.” 

Young Subscriber, (Birkenhead.)—There is no distinct work on the subject. 
Much information will be found relating to it in Copland’s Dictionary or 
Dr. Hughes Bennett's work on Inflammation. 

M.D. (Cheltenham) has pursued the right course by sending the eSamive-ad- 
vertisement to the London Medical B 

Mr. Thomas Rowney states that Bestall's upparatas for polarizing light is not 
applicable to microscopical purposes. 

Dr. John Hitchman,—The wish was anticipated. 

Omega, (Hull.)—There is no remedy for such an unjust state of things, pro- 
vided the indentures contain only the usual covenants. The system of 
apprenticeship is getting into disuse, It is altogether derogatory to a 
learned profession, “Omega” complains justly of the position which he 
fills; but any attempt to improve it would, we fear, be unattended with 
success, 

Mr. John Grimer, (Norwich.)—As the offender connected with the “ Notting- 
ham Botanic Institute” does not assume any title implying that he is regis- 
tered under the Act, there are no legal means of punishing him. 
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Amator Medicine.—Dr. Girdwood is quite eapable, if he thinks proper, of de- 
fending himself from any attack made upon him. We cannot insert av 
anonymous communication on such a subject. 

Ove attention hes been drawn to an advertisement in The Times from 
M.R.CS., of Hastings, requesting medical practitioners to inform him whe- 
ther they are desirous of receiving a female epileptic patient, aged sixteen, 
into their family, to reveive a sound English education in the house with the 
daughters of the medical man, who must be about the age of the patient, 
for the miserable remuneration of £50 per annum! Does M.R.C.S. wish 
any professional brother to undertake such a charge for such an emolument ’ 

Judex.—The subject shall receive due attention, Judex damnatur quum 

Tolas.—Nothing improper; tout it would be preferable to merely place an 
announcement on the house from which he is removing. 


Tas Questions at Taz M.B. Lowy. Examuration. 
Te the Editor of Tux Lancer. 
Srr,—Absence from town has till now 


Prater_—No system of treatment has been found of much avail. Without pro- 
ducing the full particulars of the case, it is impossible even to suggest a 
remedy. 

D. D., (Pimlico.)—A surgeon can keep an open shop if he pleases, and retai! 
drugs as a druggist. He infringes no law by so doing; but the custom is 
highly objectionable. 

Mr. Henry Nazer.—Mr. Jonathan Hutchinson, of Finsbury-cireus, is the 
Secretary of the New Sydenham Society. 


of propo 

Euclid: Books 

In the last two it will be sw 

of the phenomena, such as 
except in the cases of Statics and H 
monstrations will be uired of the el 


wing books -—Barrett's Propositions 
Snow ball's Course 


Capt. Rennie, Fatmouth ; Dr. sober Mr. McBean, St. Andrews ; Mr. Tuson ; 
Dr. Wynn Williams; Mr. E. Lloyd; Mr. Samuel Millard; Mr. G. Shaw, 
Durham ; Dr. Struthers ; Mr. W. H. Ayling, (with a book ;) Mr. S. L. Rymer, 


Tae Lancegr,] NOTICES TO CORRESPONDENTS, 
blished the right of a qualified practitioner to charge reasonably both for 
medicine and attendance. The case is reported in some of the law books, | 
and will certainly be found in Wileock’s work on the “ Laws relating to the 
Medical Profession.” 
“A First Class M.B.,” whieh appeared in Tae Lawcer of August 20th. 
to say I had no gentleman rejected in Chemistry, and therefore had no 
unworthy motive in drawing publie attention to the questions given to can- 
— in his letter are beneath my notice. Trath 
I remain, Sir, yout obedient servant, 
September, 1859. Aw Totoz. 
licentiates may not, either directly or indirectly, have anything to do with 
pharmacy. Therefore a to residing Sve or miles from 
one Sones, ond enemy to dispense his own medicine, is by this 
pe een | disqualified, even if he does not charge for his remedies, Lut | 4 Priend.—The circular of “Mr. W. Ray, homeopathist and surgeon-accou- 
only for his professional attendance. Surely the London College, for its own cheur,” has been forwarded to the Council of the London Medical Registrs- 
tion Association. 
Mr. Ferdinand Silas is thanked. 
J. H. C—If our correspondent will send us his name and address, in con- 
to ions moving spirit of fidence, he shall receive a private note. 
times, the stumbling- that have so long s' in the way re- 
moved. The thanks of the profession will be due to that College which takes Mr. J. Hall_—The following are the subjects for the present year : 
th? millstone from the necks of the general practitioners, which the Apothe- “ Crasstcs.— Herodotus, Bock IX. ; Sophocles, 
ezries’ Charter unfortunately hung round them, and which has for so long a Books I{1. and IV. ; Virgil, Bneid, Books XI. and XI is 
time sunk them to the level of a trade. And hore let mus be parestibed to oifte required to bring up one of the above Greek and one of the above Latin 
a simple tribute of justice, for I feel convinced that, though the Hall is termed authors ; one prose writer and one recs 
the opprobrium medicorum, still we are all duly sensible of the great credit that “ MaTHEmatics.—Arithmetic ; A ra, as far as to include the doetrine 
is one or two 
of Physicians— ydrostaties, Optics, coustics. 
nting one, This is 
as it should be; but there is one question I should like to ask the Censors of ostatics, in which M de- 
ished | ly ? in M 
lightly obtained is lightly thought of, and I think diplomas acquired wi : _ Natural 
them so between two es ydrostatics, 

Colleges of London and Edlaburgh (the latter having been too liberal and the “Fauxcu.—The translation into English of a in two of the 
former not liberal enough)—the happy medium may at last be struck, to the | following works, st the egtion of the caniéatec of Racine ; 

in Si 
Communications, Lurrsss, &c., have been received from—Mr. Haneock ; 
Mr. L. O. Fox, (with enclosure;) Mr. W. Row; Mr. Pickop, Blackbarn ; 
5. Gray’s Anatomy. 5 Mr, Parratt, Mowbray ; > ig Mr. 
t owdled Edinburgh, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Langston, ( enclosure ; W.G. 
Coombs, Torquay; Mr. T. Rowney; Mr. C. Swaby Smith, Burbage; Mr. 
Croydon; Mr. S. E. Smith; Dr. G. W. Spence; Dr, Hitchman, Mickleover, . 
(with enclosure ;) Dr. Williams, Llangollen, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Thotniley, 
* Scarborough, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Barber, Sheffield, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Edwards, Crewe, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Osborne, Philadelphia, (with enelo- 
sure;) Mr. Little, Yorkshire; Mr. Smith, Cheltenham, (with enclosure;) 
Mr. Harris, Dowlais, (with enclosare ;) Mr. Chapman, Pocklington, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Bateman, Chapel Weardale, (with enclosure ;) Mr Downie, 
Blantyre, (with enelosure;) Dr. Millett, Cornwall, (with enclosure ;) Mr. 
Aspinall, Over Darwen; Mr. Fairmann, Edinburgh, (with enclosure ;) Mr. } 
Hilditch, Brighton, (with enclosure;) Mr. Bennett, Gateshead; Mr. Deey, 
Dublin; Mr. Rooke, Searborough ; -Mr. Bott, Bury; Mr. Abbey, Welling- 
borough; Mr. Wilding, Montgomery; Mr. Eagles Jolinson, Dudley; Dr. 
Nunn, Muirkirk, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Bell, Bradford, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Coles, Rayleigh, (with enclosure;) Mr. Haworth, Church, (with enelo- 
sure ;) Mr. Spencer, Slough, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Byass, Dorchester, (with 
enclosure ;) Mr. Lawton, Sheffield, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Smith, Wolver- 
hampton; Mr. Dickinson, Middiesbro’-on-Tees, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Allen, 
Tottenham, (with enclosure ;) Mr. Shedd, Cambridge, (with enclosure ;) 
Mr. Horton, Staffordshire, (with enelosure;) Steevens’ Hospital, Dublin, 
(with enclosure ;) Secretary, Westminster Hospital ; &c. &c. 


